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TO OUR VOLUNTARY AGENTS. 


Many of onr friends assared us that, on the 
cpening of the spring, Or towards March, they 
would be able to renew their efforts for sub- 
scribers, with better hope of success. May we 
remind them of this? Has not the time nearly 
come? New subscribers will just be in time 
tc begin with the opening of the proceedings 
on the Lecompton bill. 





THE ERA FOUR MONTHS FOR FIFTY CENTS. 


We have not heretofore encouraged subscrip- 
tions to the Era for less than a year, but the 
sta‘e of political affairs which for the next few 
mouths promises to be of peculiar interest to 
every friend of Freedom, and the hope of 
grcatly enlarging the Fra’s circle of readers, 
that the people may be prepared to vote under- 
standingly at the approaching fall elections, for 
the men who are to represent them in the next 
Congress, induce us to offer the Era on the 
following terms: 

Yen copies for four months, beginning March 
Ist, five dollars in advance. 

This will afford an opportunity to our friends 
to give the Era x wide circulation, and also 
enable those subseribers who have been com- 
pelied to discontinue their subscriptions on 
account of the “hard times,” to continue at a 
small advance of money. 

We accompany this offer with the expression 
of our earnest hope that, where it is practica- 
ble, subscriptions will be sent in for a year. 





Persona Controvarstzs.—During the 
week, the letter-writers have been able to en- 
liven their correspondence with accounts of sev- 
eral personal controversies. 

Mr. Cullom, Clerk of the last House, and Mr. 
Clay, member of the present, had some words 
at Brown’s Hotel, came to blows, exchanged 
cards, met at Bladensburg, shot at each other 
once, and, Mr. Cullom being wounded severely 
in the arm, both were satisfied. Both they 
and their seconds have committed a peniten- 
tiary offence, according to the laws of the Dis- 
trict. So runs the report. We do not vouch 
for it. 

Col. Sumner, feeling himself aggrieved by 
something that had transpired in his intercourse 
with General Harvey, sent him a challenge. It 
is stated that the General declined on account 
of considerations connected with his rank, and 
laid the correspondence before the War Depart- 
ment. Both have since left the city, but one, 
it is said, has gone to the North, the other, to 
the South. 

Lieutenant Rhind, of the navy, challenged 
Commodore Boutwell, and, receiving a refusal, 
posted him as a coward; whereupon he was 
arrested, and held to bail to keep the peace. 

Lieutenants Williams and Bell had a fight 
at Willard’s, were separated; a challenge 
passed, and was not accepted ; further we know 
not. 

Beside these interesting events, there have 
beer several pugilistic exhibitions. 

One might suppose that the President, in the 
present belligerent state of things, might have 
the Mormon rebellion suppressed by contract. 
He would find any number of bidders. 





TUESDAY IN CONGRESS. 


In the Senate, the resolutions of the Legisla- 
tare of Tennessee, instructing Senator Bell to 
vote for the Lecompton Constitution, were pre- 
sented, and the honorable gentleman delivered 
an elcquent epeech in defence of his course in 
the Senate. His colleague, Senator Johnson, 
replied to him at some length. Mr. Bell claim- 
ed to know as much of the sentiments of the 
People of hia State, as did the men who passed 
the resolution instructing him how to vote, and 
he announced his purpose to disregard those 
instructions. It was a bold and spirited speech. 

In the House, the consideration of Mr. Hoard’s 
resolution was postponed till Wednesday, and 
the Indian appropriation bill was taken up, the 
House resolving itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. Mr. Morris, 
of Illinois, an Anti-Lecompton Democrat, made 
an excellent speech against the Lecompton 
movement, and exposed its eminently disastrous 
consequences to the Democratic party. 





POST OFFICE ROBBERY. 


The case of the young man, who was arrested 
in this city a few weeks for the robbery of let- 
ters in the City Post Office, in which he was 
employed as a clerk, is quite suggestive. 

He belongs, it is said, to a highly-respectable 
family in Virginia, where, we suppose, be might 
have lived creditably to himself and his parenia, 
had he been trained to a respectable trade or 
profession. His clerkship here exposed him to 
seductive associations; he became a frequenter 
of the gambling hella upon the Avenue, 4 gen- 
tleman of fashion and extravagance. Such a 
life required more money than he could earn ; 
but money he must have. Piles of letters lay 
before him, and he had learned to distinguish 
those of value. He laid hands from time to 
time on such as he pleased, purloined the con- 
tents, and, after he had ventured so far as he 
thought prudent, resigned, trusting that he had 
escaped all danger of detection. But, the pur- 
guers were on his track—he was suddenly ar- 
rested, the crime was fastened upon him, and 
he confessed his guilt. 

What followed? He was held to bail in the 
sum of $6,000, and is now at large. Nobody 
supposes that he will ever appesr for trial. His 
bail will be forfeited in all probability, and we 
doubt whether any vigorous measures will be 
taken to collect the money on his bail bond. 
Meantime, the robbery goes unpunished—and 
those who have been robbed must make up 
thier minds to no redregs. The Government, in 
its administration of the Post Office, is practi- 
cally lenient to rogues, and reckless of the in- 
terests of honest men. Our own loss by this 
robbery we have already ascertained to be over 
four hundred dollars, but, should the $6,000 
amount of bail forfeited, be collected, we shall 
not be a whit better off; nobody who has lost 
by the robbery will receive a cent of it. The 

whole amount, we suppose, will go to the Gov- 


THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MEN. 


As an editor, in the habit of using consider- 
able freedom of speech, we shall hardly be sus- 
pected of a willingueas to concede a single right 
of the Press. Public men are public propery; 
their acts and words are legitimate subjects of 
comment and criticism. The Press can do 
much to increase or diminish their influence— 
much to etrengthen or weaken their position in 
the confidence of the People. It overlooks at 
times its own power in these respects. It may 
not consider how much mischief may be done 
by a hasty report, a thoughtless imputation, an 
uncorrected error. 

When a hostile press assails a statesman, no- 
body is surprised—we are on our guard, and 
are quick to detect the prejudice or party feel- 
ing which dictates and colors the attack. But, 
when & man is wounded in the house of his 
friends, the impression goes abroad that an of- 
fence which can constrain Friendship to strike 
the blow, must be indeed a grievous one. 

The truth is, Human Nature is apt to be in- 
tolerant, and Human Nature has a good deal 
to do with the issues of the Press. Is it not 
true, also, that the masses of the People are 
more ready to believe evil than good of their 
public men? It may be, because they have 
been go often deceived, or because they have 
been trained in the doctrine of total depravity : 
bat, whatever the caus¢, confidence is a plant 
of slow growth, and, when grown, so frail, as 
to be easily blighted. 

The Republican Press, esp2cially that of 
New York, seems to watch the conduct of Re- 
publican leaders in Congress with a jealousy so 
extreme as almost to exclude a generous confi- 
dence. It does not always await full and au- 
thentic reports of their doings, but should 
their words or votes, ag announced hurriedly by 
the telegraph, seem not exactly right, it is 
quite possible that the next morning’s leader 
may be a serious discourse on their lamentably 
wrong position. Men who are engaged in a 
great struggle for a great object, ought to be a 
little forbearing towards one another—watch 
over each other for good—tolerats opinions not 
at war with the Idea that combines them for a 
single purpose—overlook eccentricities of move- 
ment not incompatible with the achievement of 
this purpose—beware of exalting every point of 
difference into a question of overshadowing im- 
portance, raising issues calculated to divide and 
embarrass. 

We had occasion, more than a year ago, to 
vindicate Mr. Hale against a severe, an unjustifi- 
able sesault, made by a Republican paper in 
New York, the editor of which now is better 
prepared to do justice to the devotion which 
that Senator has uniformly manifested to the 
rights of mankind, since he took his position 
on the Texas question in 1845. Gerrit Smith 
refused when in Congress to join in a struggle 
of endurance against a measure pressed by a 
niajority, and the insufficient reasons heassigned 
for it, were made the subject of extended and 
severe comment by Republican papers, carvicd 
to such an extent as to raise doubt in some 
minds of his Anti-Slavery fidelity. What an 
absurdity! It was proper to dissent from his 
conduct, and expose the insufficiency of the 
plea on which it was justified, but why pursue 
him as if he had committed a grave error? 

A short time ago, a miserable story about 
money lent to Mr. Banks, told in such a way as 
to convey the impression that his action while 
Speaker in regard to the Tariff had been influ- 
enced by it, was published in a New York Re- 
publican paper, which previously had shown no 

particular good will to that gentleman. There 

was not a particle of truth in it, as was subse- 

quently shown, acd it ought never to have ap- 

peared in a Republican paper. 

And now, the next man assailed, is William 

H. Seward. Tne Tribune and the Evening 

Post of New York have elaborate articles 

upon him, to say nothing of shorter paragraphs, 

which, without any such intention on their 

part, are impressing some minds with the idea 

that he has either fallen, cr is about falling, 

like Daniel Webster. If we did not know him 

to be just what he has always been since he 

stood out from his Party in New York, as Gov- 
ernor of that State, stating and vicdicating, in 

his correspondence with the Governor of Vir- 
ginia, the Principles on which the Anti-Slavery 
movement rests; to stand just where he haa 
always stood since that time, a supporter of those 
principles—we should infer from the newspaper 
comments upon him, that he had at last aposta 

tized and done work meet to be praised by the 
Pro-Slavery Party. One says he has renounced 
allegiance to the Republican Party ; another, 
that he announces that the battle between Free. 
dom and Slavery is over; another, that he is in 
favor of a permanent augmentation of the stand- 
ing army; another, that he has given up 
Kansas, and so on. To show the effect of this 
newspaper criticism, we quote the following: 

“ William H. Seward, through his able de- 
fences of Freedom and the belief in his faith. 

fulnese to the rights of the freemen of Kansas, 

wag elected Senator; and for no other reason 

obtained the true Democratic votes of New 

York, and without which he could not have 

been elected. My determination is, as far as 

my study of sixty years will enable me, with 

devoted watchfulness to promote the liberty of 
my country and trae Democratic principles, 

but I advocated and supported him, notwith- 

standing his profusion in the application of 

public money by his votes; but W. H. Seward, 

having failed in hig devotion to the freedom of 
Kansas, thereby the perpetuity of our liberties, 

can never again obtain my supzort, nox that, I 

will venture to say, of the State tha‘ seni him. 

If I were in our State Senate, I should advo- 

cate to instruct him to vote againat the in- 

crease of the army, as we have enough already, 

if the bayonets against Freedom were with. 

drawn from Kansas. Webster, through his 
ambition, was alain; W. H. Seward for, what 
I will not now say. As the honor of Masga- 
chusetts was tarnished by Daniel Webster, so 
js that of New York by W. H. Seward, men 

of (hardly) equalled talents in their several 
States. Woe to men of great talents with 
greater vices. A Democrat. 

“ P, S.—To the National Era.”’ 

Now, if our friend could have had something 
beside the telegraphic reports and newspaper 


been so hasty. Had he been in possession of 


nication. 


heartily. 


to be dwarfed into insignificance. 


serve to be called a Republican. 


in the Senate. 
fought. 


free. 


of some in regard to his position. 


vote a man to aid the Administration. 


2,500 men! 


men of Kansas a hateful Constitution. 


force for all purposes. 


vote; but should evil come to the army in 


impeachment. 
CLERKSHIPS IN WASHINGTON. 


With every new Congress, adventurers swarm 
here in quest of clerkships. What there is in 
% Government clerkship so attractive, we can- 
not understand, unless it be little work and 
sure pay. As a general rule, no brains are 
needed—nothing but a tolerably fair penman- 
ship, and the faculty of sitting still some five or 
six hours. For these high attributes, a man 
msy receive ten or fifteen hundred dollars, 
This is something for a lazy man, without am- 
bition ; but what an occupation for one who 
has any thought beyond the animal. 

We presume every member of Congress is 
beset with applicants from the “rural dis- 
tricts’-—his precious constituents have never- 
ending claims upon him. Let but a political 
association be started here, and if there is any 
petty pay office attached to it, every member 
has his special candidate, whose claims are at 
least equal to anybody’s, 

People wonder sometimes that so many of 
the Standing Committees in Congress should 
need clerks. Itis not always the Committee 
that needa a clerk, but the constituent or friend 
of a member that needs a clerkship. The 
wants of the Public Service are sometimes de- 
termined by the demands of Private Interest. 
Not long since, a member from the West in- 
troduced a bill proposing to equalize the Fed- 
eral patronage in relation to clerkships, by ap- 
portioning it according to the Federal repre- 
sentation among the several States. Thus, In- 
diana should be entitled to furnish clerks for 
the bureaus in Washington, according to her 
Federal population, and so the other States, 
The great object was, to give all the States an 
equal share. So every year, each Democratic 
representative (supposing the Administratien 
to be Democratic) was to carry to the Washing- 
ton market so many of his dear constituents in 
his train, to be initiated in the sublime myste- 
ries of Government clerking ; and, where a dis- 
trict chanced to send an opposition member, 
then we suppose the orthodox were to choose 
the requisite number from among the faithful, 
and send them on., 

The general proposition met with favor, we 
believe, and, if we mistake not, it was referred. 
It will be observed that the business of the 


vatronage. The trifling considerations of econ- 
sieht. 


Now, to parents in the States who have sons 
to dispoge of, we would say, keep them at home, 





starting in life. In any of the States or Terri- 


the files of the Congressional Globe, contain- | tories, you have @ wider and safer field for your 
ing gn authentic report of all that Mr. Seward | ensrgies thaa you can find here. Whatdo you 
has said and done about the army bill, he | want withaclerkship? It may yield you ten 
would not have written the foregoing commu- | or fifteen hundred a year—what else? You 
have no chance of rising. A clerkship is not 
We rarely in the Era signalize or praise in- | the road to political preferment, nor can you 


As to his renunciation of allegiance to the 
Republican Party, it amounts to just this: As 
a statesman, as a Senator from New York, in 
determining how he shall discharge his duties, 
he recognises his allegiance to God and his 
country, not to any party. And we say, that is 
right. If he did not so act, he would not de- 


What he said about the battle being ended, 
referred to the great struggle for equilibrium 
That he regarded as already 
The free States already have a major- 
ity of two in that body. Bring in Kansas and 
Minnesota, even forcing the infernal Lecomp- 
ton fraud through Congress, and still the equi- 
librium is not restored—the free States have 
yet the majority. But, whatever disposition the 
Administration may be able to make of the 
Lecompton Constitution, Kansas is inevitably 
Such we understand to be his position. 
All this, however, he regards not a3 the batile 
of Freedom, but as preliminary and subordinate. 
We need hardly say, that we write from our 
own prompting alone. It is not well to impair 
the influence of men true to. the great interests 
of Freedom, and with large powers to promote 
them. As to Mr. Seward’s theory of politics, 
or system of policy, as it affects the financial 
affairs of the nation, we do not believe in it. 
Oar theory, we presume, is precisely the oppo- 
site, so that we shall not be accused of any bias 
in our attempt to correct the misapprehensions 


In relation specially to the new regiments 
demanded for the Utah rebellion, we would not 
If it 
will do its duty, it can relieve Colonel Johnson’s 
command without any action by Congress. If 
it fail to do it, and American soldiers fall vic- 
tims to Mormon fanaticism, their blood be upon 
the head cf James Buchanan! Look at the tab- 
ular official statement of the army in Kansas— 
What business have they there? 
What right has James Buchanan to keep them 
there? If Colonel Johnsen is in danger, whose 
fault is it? The fault of James Buchanan, 
who sent him out too late in the season, and 
would not spare him troops enough, having 
need cf Federal bayonets to force upon the free 
Two 
thousand soldiers despatched from Kansas at 
the earliest opening of the season would fully 
relieve Colonel Johnson, and give him ample 
Bat, no! the President 
must needs dragoon American citizens in Kan- 
sas into obedience to his will, and so asks Con- 
gress to furnish him additional troops to send 
to Utah. Not s head should he have by our 


Utah, from its weakness, he would deserve 


Government is regarded simply as a matter of 


omy, fitness, and efficiency, are left out of 


acd give them an honest trade or profession, in 
which they can earn an independent living, 
produce something of value, and develop what 
powers God has given them. Washington is a 
discourses to judge from, he would not have | poor place for s young man of enterprise, just 


or regulars, which, however, he insists must be , the Government needs you, but on the strength 
discharged at the end of two years, or at the | of influences growing out of Party. You area 
termination of the difliculty. Here we differ | dependant, and as such have lost & part of your 
from him, and so do many of the Republican 
Senators who are opposed to any increase of 
the army whatsoever. We agree with them 
Bat, we ask the reader, what is 
there in this difference of opinion, to make W. 
H. Seward a traitor to the cause of Freedom, 
while our fidelity passes unquestioned? It is 
this minor matter which has been exalted into 
so much consequence by the Press, that under 
its towering magnitude all the services render- 
ed by Mr. Seward to the cause of Freedom are 


freedom. Eyes are watching you to see what 
you read, ears, listening to hear what you say, 
tongues, ready to bear testimony against your 
loyalty to the Party. We have known clerks— 
poor {ellows—who, anxious to see the Era, did 
not dare to have it known that they were sub- 
scribers! You may not be required in all 
cases to think exactly a3 your superiors, but if 
you think differently, no matter how vital the 
subject, no matter though it involve the high- 
est moral considerations, you must suppress 
your thoughts, and, while free men are taking 
sides, where to be passive may be a crime, you 
are compelled to be passive. You must sacrifice 
your manhood or your brend. 

Let the People keep their sons at home. 
Washington is no place for young men of tal- 
ent and energy, unless they come here in the 
discharge of the duties of the honorable and 
productive callings to which they have been 
dedicated. 





THE BEGINNING. 





The supporters of the Lecompton Constitu 
tion, backed by Executive influence, are deter- 
mined and reckless. The business iu which 
they are engaged requires despatch, and they 
are not to be restrained by the ordinary rules 
of fair play or parliamentary law. The Com- 
mittee on the resolution of Mr. Harris, enjoin- 
ing a fall inquiry into the circumstances at- 
tending the formation and adoption of Calhoun’s 
Constitution, ought to have been so constituted 
as to be able to carry out faithfully the will 6f 
the House; but Mr. Orr, the Speaker, gave the 
majority to those members opposed to a full 
investigation—in other words, assumed the re- 
sponsisility of defeating the express will of the 
House. He might, with as much propriety, in- 
terpose a diret veto upon its vote, and refuse to 
form any committee at all. 

The Committee of Inquiry has done nothing, 
and, we presume, will do nothing; for a major- 
ity of its members, under the lead of Mr. Ste- 
phens of Georgia, bas thus far arrested every 
project of the minority for a fair examination. 
The scheme ia, to have the bill reported by Mr. 
Green in the Senate, hurried through that body, 
sent to the House, and put through there, by 
such appliances as carried the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill, without the slightest reference to anything 
that may be done by the Committee of In- 
quiry. 

The same rude and reckless disregard of ap- 
pearances characterizes the Lecomptonites in 
the Senate. It was the understanding that the 
Committee on Territories should report on the 
subject laet Monday, Mr. Doug!as, the Chair- 
man, having been delayed in the performance 
of his duties, by severe domestic affliction. But, 
the majority of the committee reconsidered the 
matter, determined to hasten their report, and no- 
tified Judge Douglas Wednesday of last week 
thet they wou!d bring it ia the next morning. A 
correspondent of the Tribunc says—“ The whole 
scheme was concocted with some adroitness, 
and included in its programme a one-sided 
statement from Calhoun, which has not even 
yet been seen by the minority.” Mr. Douglas, 
not to be forestalled, as seemed to be the pur- 
pose of the majority, set to work at once, and, 
by writing till three o’clock Thursday morning, 
got his report ready, while Messrs. Coliamer and 
Wade, who had received no notification of the 
change of time, were ready, nevertheless, and 
all the reporis came in at once. So the major- 
ity made nothing by their indecent haste. 


We cannot find room for these documents. 
The report of the majority cccupies a whole 
page of the Washington Union, and is a dull 
resumé of what we have heard the last }two 
menths from the advocates of Lecompton. That 
of Judge Douglas occupies more than a page 
the New York Tribune, is written with his 
characteristic force and clearness, but the ma- 
terial points will doubtless be reproduoed in the 
speech which he proposes to make when the 
discussion shall have begun, and which we shall 
lay before our readers. The report of Mesare. 
Collamer and Wade is concise, and to the 
point, reaching the same practical conclusion as 
that of Judge Douglas, although by a some- 
what different route. 

The report of Green, or the majority of the 
Committee, ventures uo opinion as to the power 
of the People to alter their Constitution imme- 
diately after the admission of Kansas as a State, 
and the bill reported provides for its admiseion 
under the Lecompton Constitution, without 
any qualification. It is given out, however, on 
“the highest authority,” that, when the subject 
shall come up, an amendment will be offered 
from the Admiristration side, expressly declar- 
ing that “ nothing in the Lecompton Constitu- 
tion shall be construed or held to interfere with 
the right of the People to alier, amend, or mod- 
ify, it at pleasure.” On this amendment and 
on the effzct of Mr. Calhoun’s announcement 
that he intends to govern himself by the depo- 
sitions of the Judges of Election at the Deia- 
aware Crossing—a pledge which, it is hoped, 
will satisfy some Dovglas Democrats that the 
Free State Party is to have the majority of the 
Legislature if Kansas be admitted—the Ad- 
ministration probably relies for securing the 
passage of the bill. 

The debate, it is supposed, will open this 
week: when it shall close, will depend pretty 
much on the convenience of the Opposition par- 
ty in the Senate. 


STATEMENT BY MR. CALHOUN. 


The statement by Mr. Calhoun concerning 
the election in Kansas, published a few days 
since in the Union, we reprint in the ra, with 
certain explanatory comments by the Intelli- 
gencer. We suppose that it is designed, in part, 
to win over to the Administraticn the more 
credulous and leas determined members of the 
Douglas section, and aleo to allay the growing 
disgust in the Democratic Party at the North. 
One thing should be carefully noticed: Mr. 
Calhoun makes not the slightest allusion to 
the election of State officers. Whether that 
election turns upon the number of votes at the 
Delaware Croasing precinct, or upon other re- 
turns which he, as the sole judge, reserves for 
his own consideration, he does not inform ue. 
His statement bears upon the party complex- 
ion of the Legislature alone. He received 
and opened a return, which he eays he be- 





bers of the Legislature from Leavenworth 
county,” 

Under ordinary circumstances, such pledges 
made by 8 man, who had not been so prominent 
and active in a movement every stage of which 
has been marked by fraud or trickery, would 
be accepted as unequivocal. But the opponents 
of this movement have no faith in Mr. Calhoun. 
“The Judges of the election,” he says— will. 
he require the depositions of all three? One 
of them cannot be found—he has disappeared; 
the others may have left before his missive to 
Governor Denver shall reach Kansas. “ Under 
such circumstances as will secure a free and 
unbiased exhibition of facts” —but of these 
circumstances, who is to be the judge? Gov. 
Denver may be satisfied, but Mr. Calhoun is 
still the sole judge. Why will not the deposi- 
tions of the Judges, as already taken, and au. 
thenticated by Governor Denver, suffice? For 
one, when the certificates shall have been is- 
sued to a Free State majority, then, aud only 
then, shall we be satiefied. 


LYNCH LAW IN KENTUCKY. 


We have just received a letter from John G. 
Fee, of Madison county, Kentucky, dated the 
12th inst., giving an account of a grossa act of 
violence committed on himself and a colporteur, 
Mr. Jones, not long since, by a mob of armed 
men. Mr. Fee, while preaching, was dragged 
from the pulpit, he and his companion, Mr. 
Jones, were carried about two miles away, Mr. 
Jones was stripped, and beaten, and threats were 
used to force from Mr. Fee a pledge never to 
return to that neighborhood. He refused to 
give any such pledge, bravely maintained his 
right to preach the gospel wherever he pleased, 
and they were at last set at liberty. Both are 
citizens of the State, native-born Kentuckians, 
The whole account we shall give in our next, 





POLITICAL SUMMARY. 


The people of Col. Orr’s district, met a few 
days since, at Craytonville, S. C., and passed 
resolutions endorsing his course in Congress, 
and expressing regret at his determination to 
retire from public life at the end of the pres- 
ent Congress. 


The Democrats of the Iowa Legislature, in 
caucus, have passed the following resolutions. 
They are a substitute for the Republican res. 


olutions which have passed the Iowa Legisla- 
ture: 


“ Resolved by the General Assembly of the 
State of Iowa, That we regard the refusal of 
the Lecompton Convention to submit the Con- 
stitution framed by them to the people of Kan- 
gas as unwise and unfortunate for the peace of 
that Territory, and we hereby declare that 
every Constitution of a new State, unless oth- 
erwise declared by the people themselves, 
ought to be submitted to the bona fide electors 
: such Territory, for their approval or rejec- 
ion. 

“ Resolved, That our Senators in Congress are 
hereby instructed, and our Representatives in 
that body requested, to vote against the admis- 
sion of Kansas into the Union under the Le- 
compton Constitution, unless said Constitution 
shall receive a majority of ali the votes cast 
for and against it, after a full and free submis- 
sion of said Constitution to the people of said 
Territory. 

“Resolved, That we rely upon the enlightened 
patriotism and sagacious statesmanship of the 
President of the United States, to administer 
the Government in conformity with these prin- 
ciples. 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of State be re- 
quested to forward a copy of these resolutions 
to each of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress.” 

What will Senator Jones say to such resolu- 
tions, written and approved unanimously by the 
Democrats of the Iowa Legislature? 


The Providence Post, a strong advocate of 
the Lecompton Constitution, in an article of 
February 15, calls upon General Calhoun to 
inform the country who are the successful can- 
didates elected on the 4th of January. The 
Post believes that nothing short of fraud— 
just such fraud as that exposed by Walker in 
Johnson and McGee counties—can secure a 
confirmation of the election of the Pro Slavery 
candidates, and insists “that the people should 
be assured by Mr. Calhoun himself that such a 
fraud is not to be countenanced.” 


Many of the Lecompton presses are calling 
upon John Calhoun to decide upon the elec- 
tion returns in his hands, and issue certificates 
to the Free State or Pro-Slavery claimants. A 
correspondent of the St. Louis Republican 
Says: 

“The returns of the election had to be made 
to General Calhoun, and he invited the Presi- 
dent of the Council and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives to be present at the 
opening of the returns. They attended, and 


they published the success of the Free State 
ticket. 

“Gen. C. published nothing, but very soon 
those claiming to be his friends published the 
election of the Democratic ticket, and ever 
since we have had it first one way and then 
the other, without hearing anything from Gen. 
Caihoun; and he has left for Washington, 
without making the result public. 

“ All this is seized upor by designing men of 
the free State party, and paraded about as evi- 
dence of trickery and fraud, and many of the 
Democrats are dissatisfied, and think the matter 
ought to have been made public. 

“Honest men of all parties wanta fair game 
played, and don’t like too much secrecy and 
mystery about political matters. I very much 
regret that the General did not publish the re- 
sult before he left, as the omission will preju- 
dice him and us.” 


A great anti-Lecompton demonstration was 
made in New York, last Thursday evening. A 
great crowd repaired to the Chinese Assembly 
Rooms, and the Hon. George Bancroft took the 
chair. The following-named gentlemen were, 
with their consent, made Vice Presidents: 
George Douglass; William F. Havemeyer; 
John Emeu; Edward C. West; James A. Me- 
Masters, editor of the Freeman’s Journal; A. 
C. Flagg; Oliver De Forest Grant; George B. 
De Forest; Emanuel G. Massaras, editor of 
Courier des Etats Unis; William Harny; 
Malcolm Graham; J. Ottenderfer, editor of 
the Staats Zeitung; Aaron R. Thompson; 
Hugh McCutcheon ; Robert G. Dunn. 

Secretaries—A. M. Fell, George B. Butler, 
William Gale, jr. 

Mr. Bancroft made a short opening address, 
and ex-Secretary Stanton followed in a long 
and able speech, one hundred thousand copies 
of which have been published, and are already 
in the hands of the people of the country. The 
meeting adopted a strong set of resolutions, 
condemnatory of the Lecompton Constitution. 
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of the Territorial Legislature, to fill a vacancy 
cansed by the sesignation of the original incum- 
bent. A Democrat, named Badger, was re- 
turned as elected. On investigation, it was as- 
certained that his majority over Ellictt, Free 
Soil, was entirely made up of a spurious vote 
returned as having been cast at a place called 
Port William. When tha polls closed there, 
it was found that the ninety-nine votes cast, 
mostly by Missourians and minors, were atill 
insufficient to elect Badger, so forty-three epu- 
rious votes were added. All these facts having 
been proven before the legislative committee, 
Badger was ejected from the seat, and Elliot 
declared the lawful incumbent. 


The N. Y. Freeman's Journal, a Catholic 
and Democatic journal, is very severe upon the 
Administration for its course upon Kansas. It 
says: 

“What is the practical difference between 
the ‘Royal Prerogative’ claimed by the weak 
and tyrannical Stuarts, and the Executive in- 
fluence so impudently flaunted in our faces by 
the advocates of the fraudulent Constitution of 
the Lecomptonites? The only difference is, 
that this ‘Executive influence’ is viler in its 
nature, more demoralizing, and more potent, 
than the ‘Royal Prerogative’ which lives in 
the execration of free men. We have been told, 
day by day, by the servants and the seekers of 
the Government pelf, that some ten millions of 
dollars of ‘patronage’ are to be employed in 
buying the votes or the absence of a sufficient 
number of the representatives of the people, to 
secure the passage of an act deadly to the in- 
tereats of the country and to the fundamental 
principles of our institutions.” 


The Hon. T. 8. Anderson is an American 
member of Congress from Missouri. He goes 
with the Administration in Kansas matters, and 
is loudly condemned by hia constituents for hie 
conduct. Nearly all the Missouri American 
prints are out upon him. The Lagrange Amer 
ican, published in the honorable member’s 
district, says : 

“ We know not of a single American in this 
district that endorses or approves of the Le- 
compton swindle. If there are any, we desire 
them to make themselves known through our 
columns—they are open to them for the dis- 
cussion of the question. As for ourself, we are 
ready to discuss the question in all its bear- 
ings. 

Mr. Anderson has not been authorized to 
speak for the American party in this State, and 
commit it in favor of a tyrannical Locofoco 
Administration. We disclaim anything of the 
kind, and ask it as a favor of the Washington 
American, that it will copy this article entire, 
and set the American party of Missouri right 
before the country, on this question.” 


The Hon. Mr. Lovejoy, of Illinois, delivered 
an able Anti-Slavery speech in the House, last 
week, He was listened to with much atten- 
tion, not only by Republicans, but by the 
Southern members of the House. 





WASHINGTON ITEMS. 


The select committee of fifteen, to whom was 
referred the President’s late message and ac- 
companying documents, held their second meet- 
ing on Wednesday last, when Mr. Morrill, of 
Vermont, submitted the following resolution : 

“* Resolved, That, in order to comply with the 
order of the House under which this committee 
was organizd, which required that we should 
inquire into all the facts connected with the 
formation of the said Lecompton Constitution, 
and the laws under which the same was origin- 
ated, and also whether the same is acceptable 
and satisfactory to 8 majority of the legal voters 
of Kansas, the chairman be authorized to have 
summoned to appear before the committee the 
following-named persons, viz: Gov. Robert J. 
Walker, Gen. John Calhoun, Hon. F. P. Stan- 
ton, and John D. Henderson, to testify to all 
such facts as they have knowledge of, and to 
produce all such documents, papers, votes, and 
returns, as have any relation to the election 
of delegates to the Leccmpton Constitutional 
Convention, or to any election subsequently 
heid in the Territory of Kansas.” 

The vote upon the resolution was postponed 
for one week. Mr. Adrain submitted a resolu- 
tion directing an inquiry into the recent census 
of Kansas, which was tabled. Another, investi- 
gating the apportionment of delegates to the 
Lecompton Convention, was carried. Anoth- 
er, inquiring into the legality of the election of 
the said delegates, was tabled, with two others 
directing an examination into the elections 
held under the Lecompton Convention, and the 
number of votes cast for and against. So the 
investigation ordered by the House has so far 
been stifled. 


Senator Pugh, of Ohio, writes to the New 
York Herald the subjoined letter: 


Sir: In the letter of your Washington corres 
pondent, published yesterday, I find this par- 
agraph : 

“The Democratic members of the Ohio Leg- 
islature have written to Senator Pugh, with- 
drawing all instructions as to how he shall vote 
on the Kansas question.” 

Justice to the Democratic members of the 
Ohio Legislature, as well as to myself, requires 
that I should contradict the statement here 
made. I have not received any letter “ with- 
drawing” the instructions to which your corres- 
pondent refers. 

My own opinion is, that Kansas ought to 
he admitted immediately upon the Lecompton 
Constitution, with a declaration of the right of 
amendment, as therein prescribed, at any time. 
The bill which I introduced on the 4th of Jan- 
uary was to that effect. : 

Very reapectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. E. Pucu. 





The Richmond inauguration of Crawford’s 
statue of Washington, on Monday, was attend: 
ed by a large concourse of people from all 
parts of the Union. Sanator Hunter delivered 
an eloquent and able oration upon the occasion. 


The last English news is of some importance. 
The Leviathan is afloat at last. In Parlia- 
ment, Mr. Roebuck had made a severe attack 
upon Louis Napoleon, which was replied to by 
Lord Palmerston. 


The Democrats in the Legislature of Ohio 
propose to enact a set of “Black Laws” only 
second the Illinois code. They impose a heavy 
fine upon every colored man who comes into 
Ohio, and still further upon every person 
who employs such immigrants. Is this code a 
specimen of the Democracy of Ohio? 





An immense Anti-Lecompton meeting was 
held in Columbus, Ohio, on the 20th instant. 
Resolutions were unanimously passed, endors- 
ing Cox and Douglas. 





Dr. Foote, editor of the Baffalo Commercial 
Advertiser, died in that city last Saturday. 





Judge Kane, of Pennsylvania, died on Sun- 


KANSAS NEWS, 


The proceedings of the Investigating Com- | 


! 
mission at Lawrence continue to attract much | 
attention. j 

“On the 4th instant, two of the 
election at the Delaware Crossing precinct 
again appeared before the commissioners, and 
testified that the returns fourd in the famous 
box, ,purporting to have been made ont by 
them, are a forgery. The certificates to these 
returns are genuine, but are attached to three 
hundred and seventy-nise names inetead of 
forty-three, which the judges have shown to be 
the whole vote polled at the election held on 
the 4th of January. The forty-first name on 


: a 
St. Louis, Feb. 18.—The Kickapoo corre 
pondent of the Republican reports that a lea 
led by Charles Leukart, had burned the ofie’ 
of Lawyer Boyd and Dr. Davis, at that place 

% 


judgos of the | who, with others, had fled to Misaou;j, Mr 


Diffendorff had been discharged by 
mittee of investigation. 
The Legislature has adjourned. 
The Constitutional Convention bili had nw 
been approved by the Governor. - 
Armed bodies were reported in the yici,; 
of Fort Scott, but there had been no fighting» 
St. Louis, Feb. 19.—The Kansas ¢ f 


the com. 


Orres d. 
ent of the Democrat says that the Topeke Ln 
islature reassembled on the 10th. Geese, 


carrent 





the genuine list is now represented os the two 
hundred and forty-firet. On the genuine poll- | 
book there was one column of names, whereas | 
on the spurious returns there are two columns, | 
aud the figures are on the opposite side of the | 
names to which they were on the original. The | 
names are fictitious, with the certificate of the 
judges cut off from the genuine returns and 
pasted upon them. Diefendorf, the brother-in- 
law of Calhoun, testified before the commis- 
sioners that these retarns were handed to him 
by Henderson in precisely this shape. The 
census-takers appointed by the Legislature 
return thirty-three legal voters at Delaware 
Crossing, and fourteen of these are Free State 
voters, 

“Complaint was made on the 3d instant, be- 
fore Judge Miller, by Joseph L. Spear, Esq., 
of Lawrence, and Dr. J. W. Robinson, of Man- 
hattan, against Jokn Calhoun, as the basis of a 
requisition from Gov. Denver to Mr. Buchanan 
for the immediate return of Mr. Calhoun to this | 
Territory. Gov. Denver refused to sign the re- | 
quisition. He said it would be better to have | 
these taken before the grand jury, and if it 
was then decided that Mr. Calhoun had chang- 
ed the returns sent to him, or put in fraudulent 
ones, he would then sign a requisition upon the 
President for the accused. The Free State men 
claim that they can prove Mr. Calhoun guilty 
of changing returns and making out fraudulent 
ones. Warrants have been issued for Hender- 
son, McLean, and others, who have escaped 
from the Territory.” 

The frauds at Kickapoo are also being fully 
developed. We copy from the States the 
following, as amongst the most recent testi mony 
in relation to that precinct : 

“Mr. Ewing, a son of the Hon. Thomas L. 
Ewing, of Ohio, has testified before the investi- 
gating commissioners, at Lawrence, that he 
was at Kickapoo during the day of the election, 
and remained there unul the polls were declar- | 
ed closed; that he voted at that time with the | 
express purpose of being able to detect the | 
frauds, should any further ones be attempted ; 
and that but two other votes were received after 
he voted. The returns now show that 443 
names were registered after Mr. Ewing voted. 
Of the 552 who voted in advance of him, sev- 
eral voted as many as six times under different 
names ; but these did not make enough to car- 
ry the county without adding nearly half a 
thousand, and then it required 336 fraudulent 
votes at Delaware Crossing to give a majority 
for the Pro-Slavery candidates. 

“Mr. Currier, Chief Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, corroborates the statement of 
Mr. Ewing in regard to several persons voting 
several times in succession at Kickapoo, and of 
Mr. Ewing, with himeelf, having voted just be- 
fore the polls were closed; and yet upwards of 
four hundred names appear on the returns after 
these gentlemen’s names are recorded.” 

“But the Delaware Crossing returns (says 
the Kansas Herald) seemed the moat important, 
as on these depended the whole question. 
Counting all the other frauds as legal, the re- 
turns from this district (provided those which 
have been sent in since the counting were not 
included) changed the entire result in both 
branches of the Legislature, as well as the en- 
tire State ticket. Rejecting these retur: s, then 
Leavenworth county would elect her eight Free 
State Representatives and five Senators. The 
evidence of two of the judges of the election 
established that but forty-three votes were poiled 
at the election on the 4th ultimo; but here 
was the document itself, which, with Calhoun, 
was prima facie evidence that all was fair at 
that poll. An examination of it showed where 
the certificate to the returns was cut off, ap- 
parently with a pair of scissors, and upwards 
of three hundred names were added in a dif: 
Jerent handwriting, to which the certificat> was 
again attached. With the disclosures which 
are now public in regard to those returns, 
even Calhoun dare not take them into consider- 
ation in making up his final decision.” 








The Constitutional Convention bill passed 
both branches of the Legislature, February 8. 
The election is to be held on the second Tues- 
day in March, and the Convention will meet at 
Minneola. 

The subjoined official expose of the Oxford 
fraud is published in the Kansas Journals. 

Lawrence, February 8, 1858. 

The undersigned was appointed by the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature one ot the commissioners 
to take the census of all the white male inhab- 
itants over twenty-one years of age in the 
townships of Oxford aud Shawnee, in the county 
of Johnsen, and, having discharged that duty, 
has repor ed to the Governor as follows : 

Whole number of inhabitants over twenty- 
one years of age in Oxford, 42 ; of which only 
fourteen dated their residence prior to April 5, 
1857. 

Whole uumber of inhabitants over twenty- 
one years of age in Shawnee, 115; of which 
only forty-eight date their residence prior to 
April 5, 1857. 

The vote returned from Oxford township at 
the January election was about 750. 

The vote returned from Shawnee township 
at the January election was 894. 

CuarLes Mayo, Commissioner. 


The Topeka Legislature assembled on the 
18th inst., when concurrent resolutions were 
introduced, setting forth that, as the President 
advocates the passage through Congress of the 
Lecompton Constitution, Gov. Robinson be 
requested to correspond with the Governors of 
States friendly to the people’s Government in 
Kansas, soliciting aid in case it should be ne- 
cessary to resist such encroachments upon the 
principles of Republicanism. 

The election at Atchison county on the 8th, 
for a member of the Council, to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of Carr, Dem- 
ocratic Congressman, resulted in the choice of 
Challiss (Democrat) over Wheeler (Free State) 
by 250 majority. On the 4th of January, the 
same county gave over 100 Free State major- 


ity. 

"The Kickapco correspondent of the St. Lou- 
is Republican says that on the night of the 6th, 
a party, headed by Charles Lenhard, burnt the 
office of Mr. Boyd, lawyer, and Mr. Davis, phy- 
sician, and destroyed all their property. Messrs. 
Boyd, Davis, Kelly, Laughlin, Lynch, ard 
many others, had fled to Missouri. Much ex- 
citement existed. 

The committee of investigation into the 
election frauds had discharged Diefendorf. 

Report says that Governor Denver has issued 
@ requisition upon the Governors of three 
States for the person of Henderson. 

The Legislature adjourned on the 13th. 
Governor Denver had failed to approve of the 


resclutions were introduced, sctting forth that 
as the President advocates the PA88ALE throyy}’ 
Congress of the Lecompton Constitution. q°_ 
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Robinson be requested to correspond with the 
Governors of the States friendly to the people's 
Government in Kaneas, ~ 


: and soliciting iq ; 
case it should be necessary to resist such ~ 
croachments upon the principles of republ 
cauism, ° 





AFFAIRS IN KANSAS. 


Lawrence, Feb. 10, 1858 
To the Editor of the National Era: . 

I scarcely expected, last week, when | wiote 
you, that anything would so soon occur ag to 
make it justifiable for me to trouble you wit, 
another letter. 

But the news of the Lecompton Constitution 
having reached Congress in due form, and the 
President’s message urging that the people of 
Kansas be at once admitted into the Uni; ‘ 
under that instrument, as the best mcde of oi 
tling the Kaneas question, has caused a unity 
of feeling amongst all classes of men, which hig 
not hitherto existed. All with one voice unhes. 
ttatingly declare that, if we are admitted sien 
that instrument, it being officercd by the Pro. 
Slavery men, those unscrupulous aspirants wil] 
at once be elevated to a higher pesition than 
they have sought. 

The people protest against being admitted 
under the odious thing, even with the power {o 
kill it at once; but, if that power be taken from 
us, the next best thing seems to be to kil] the 
men who have conspired against our liberties, 

The President thinks “ it will give peace!” 
that “the soldiery can then be withdrawn from 
Kansas,” and “ we can settle our difficu'ties in ous 
our own way.” Well, if the United States forces 
are withdrawn, we can settle our difficalties in 
our own way; and that way will be a very eu. 
mary one. 

There has beer, and still is, a Conservative 
wing in the Free State party; bat the ide 
a conservative element always presupposes that 
there is something worth conserving. Let ths 
Administration beware, lest all that is worth 
laboring to save be taken from us, The people 
of Kansas have borne long and much; bui here. 
tofore they have not been desperate. Hope has 
not entirely gone out. If this last great anchor 
be torn from us, and we let go all else, there 
will still remain the noble spirit that could de. 
fiantly cry in the ears of the British Kino 
“ Give me liberty, or give me death!” “ 

Under ordinary circumstances, the people of 
Kansas would not feel themselves juctifed in 
disturbing the peace and quiet of the Territory 
from the simple fact that men who did not fair. 
ly represent the majority of the people are 
placed at the head of the Government ; but the 
circumstances in which we should be placed 
were we to be admitted under the Lecompion 
Constitution, would be most extraordinary, 

Firat, we had no voice in framing the Consti- 
tution ; second, we are not permitted to Approve 
or disapprove of the imstrument, when it was 
claimed to have been submitted ; third, by our 
own unaided efforte, (except so far as the Secre. 
tary assisted us, and which we fully appreciate,) 

we procured the passage of a law whereby we 
were permitted to express our dissent from 
not only the provisions of the instrument, but 
from everything connected with it, from its in- 
cipiency to its final consummation. 
_ Our dissent was expressed by an overwhelu- 
ing msyjority. 

Fourthly and lastly, leat our vote against the 
Constitution should not be heeded by Congress, 
‘we elected the State officers aud members o! 
the Legislature, with but a portion of our 
strength. Certificates were refused us, and we 
have instituted an investigating committee, 
who are now in possession of facts that would 
satisfy any court on earth that our claim to the 
government is beyond a question. 

The men claiming the right to govern us, by 
virtue of certificates which it is understood will 
be issued to them by John Calhoun, are not 
men simply without character, but they are 
guilty of crimes which jusily exclade them 
from all decent society, and they have conse: 
quently fled the Territory, are fugitives trom 
jastice, and have become the companions aud 
confidants of their allies in Washington. They 
are guilty of frauds, forgeries, and perjuries, 
palpable, and conspiracies ao vile, as to redeem 
the damned. There is not a man in the Terri- 
tory that pretends to justify or apologize for 
them in the least. Sheriff Jones said to McLean, 
when he applied to him as to what he should 
do, “ Take the straighteat road to Miseouri.” 
When he (McLean) applied to Colonel Young, 
of Lecompton, asking what he should do after 
the discovery of the returns under the wood: 
pile, the Colonel said, “ Go and tell the court 
you swore to a G--d-d——d lie.” McLean, it 
is said, plead for the Colonel’s counsel, but the 
only reply was as above. 

The ultra men in Kansas will seize upon this 
effort of the President to force it into the Union 
under the Lecompton Constitution as a maui- 
fest disregard of the popular will. 

The advocates of the Kansas-Nebraska bill 
claimed that the people should be left perfectly 
free to mauage their affairs in their own way. 
But if the President’s Kansas policy, as under- 
stood here, is a correct exposition of the doc- 
trine of “ non-intervention,” then I have only 
to say that the people here are opposed to nou 
intervention. 

While the people of Kansas were generally 
opposed to the repeal of the Missoari Compro- 
mise, they would still be satisfied with the pre 
visions of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, if fairly 
carried out. But a measure which never s¢ 
cured the assent of their judgment can never 
win their confidence by attempting to carry | 
into effect by force, by fraud, and by violence. 

I am still, however, not without hope. As! 
said to you in my last, it does seem that wher 
all the recent developments reach Congress 1” 
due form, they will produce the same effect 
there that they have in Kansas. ; 

On Friday of this week, the Territorial Lez: 
islature will close its session. The Topes® 
Legislature was to have reassembled to-day. 
One of its prominent members is writing 
the room with me, and I have just asked bia 
if they had a quorum together. He replies, 
“Upon my word, I had not before thought of 
the matter.” How many others have forgotten 
that this was the day for their reassembling, 
am not able to say. I. Heati. 

P.S.—A bill has passed the Legislature, 
providing for a Constitutional Convention. Del- 
egates to be elected on the second Tuesday 
March. Session in April, and election of = 
cers in May, I believe. The Convention W! 
be composed of one hundred members. 

On Saturday of this week, a mass Convention 
will be held in this place. The Territory * 
very generally represented by members of the 
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fore leavin 
statement the 


ag true to the cause of Freedom to-day, aa he 
has ever been. He does not advocate a per- 
manent increase of the standing army. He 
uaz not eaid that the battle between Freedom 
aid Slavery is over. He has not renounced 
allegiance to the BRepyblican Party. He has 
not given up to Kansas. 

We assert all this, after having read the de- 
bates and proceedings of the Senate, and we 
doubt not every Senator knows that the state- 
ment is true. He holds that it is the daty of the 
Chief Executive to maintain the Federal au- 


Some are in favor of readoptiug 


ly including the true-hearted John B. Haskin, I do not think this 


who, asthe grand inquest of the nation, have 
given the country the hope of a thorough in- 
vestigation of all affairs relating to the Le- 
compton Constitution, and the frauds connected 
therewith. 

“ Resolved, That the immediate representa- 
tives of this city of New York, Horace F. 
Clark, John Cochrane, John Kelley, William 
B. Maclay, Daniel E. Sickles, and Elijah Ward, 
are hereby requested to oppose the Lecompton 
Constitution, as required by the principles of 
popular sovereignty, by the Cincinnati plat- 
form, by the instructions of President Buchanan 


your duties, you act a3 4 machine; at the end 
of your six hours’ task, you haye neither ideas 
nor & taste for them, and, in your vacuity of 
mind, and longing for excitement, should you 
escape the gaming table or drunkard’s saloon, 
give special thanks to your Maker for an extra- 
ordinary deliverance. - 

Holding your appointment as a matter of 
party favor, dhaé may at any moment be with- 
dzawn. The merchant employs you because 
he needs you, because you can render the ser- 


of the election at that precinct have sworn 
that only forty-three votes were given there. 
If this be true, the Free State Party has the 
majority in the Legislature. The necessary 
papers, proving it to be true, were forwarded to 
Washington, and now Mr. Calhoun says: 

“Tf the judges of election at that precinct 
furnish to me, as I informed Gov. Denver be- 
fore leaving Kansas, a reliable and sworn 
statement that but forty-three votes were polled 
there, I should make myself party to the fraud 
if I declined to be governed by the oaths of the 


the 0 ae 
the l'opeka Constitution. | ri 
will meet with general favor. Should 

measure be cant it will be by the pene Pes shot 
means that are resorted to to push certain Ad- 2 if I dec 
ministration measures through Congress. P 4 le - judge 
sition, salary, and pride, are the capital Ni - iy lity of th 
in the Topeka movement. The Legis ae ~~ etermin 
will probably send on a messenger wit “4 ree yen Is 
principal tacts which the investigating aamogpe will ont the 
tee have developed. Probably Mr. ake oa »P -~ . 

wi i essenger. Mr. ; 

Mr, Being, Sieve State “ns refused 4 regret it more 
into tne elections, refused to have a0y paru publican, « 





through the criminality of persous employed by 
the Federal Government, some théuseads of 
dollars ; in many cases, the robbers have heen 
detected, sometimes let off on bail, sometimes 
committed and incarcerated, but in no case have 
we been so fortunate as to receive a single dol- 
lar. Our experience is but that of other pub. 
lishers and business men. How wisely and 
beneficently the Law provides for the protection 
of the citizens ! 


pondent says : 

“The Pro-Slavery party, who, by the way, 
do not acknowledge that name, but call them- 
selves the Democratic party, are very much 
annoyed at this exhuming of the returns from 
under a wood-pile. Some of them‘ pitch into’ 
McLean pretty strongly. Yesterday, while 
travelling through the country, I fell in, some 
ten miles from here, with a number of the rank 
and file of the Pro-Slavery party; they were 
greatly incensed and excited at what they call- 
ed the action of their leading men; they were 
opposed to the recent election frauds, to all 


A new arrangement of the States of the Mex- 
ican Republic has taken place, under the new 
Constitution. There are now 25 provinces, 
embracing 854,662 equare miles of territory, 
and having an aggregate population of 7,853,395. 
The severs] capital towns have an aggregate of 
693,000 inhasitants, giving 170,000 to the city 
of Mexico, 71,000 to Puebla, 63,000 to Guada- 
laxara, 49,000 to Guanaxuato, 40,000 to Meri- 
da, &c. The northern tier of provinces, from 
New Leon to Lower California, have 354,000 
square miles, and 825,000 people, a little over 








Bay We have received a copy of a sermon 





























: j. : . are ‘ was of th 

vice he requires. You are independent—you | judges.” to Governor Walker, by the authorized prom-! two to the equare mile. election frauds, and said if they could _ get) pancy wth them; wm Here og He is how: in ihe ene 
preached in the House of Representatives, by | thority in Utah by suppressing rebellion. So | give value for value—the tie between you is He adds, subsequently : ises of Governor Walker to the people of Kan- : rl pactert 4 ee po moe ne a és unknown of p oagee able efficient, and liberal ave written 
Rev. Gso. W. Bassett, pastor of the Congre- | do we. He holds that the force ought to be so | that, not of patronage, but interest, You may “T have written to Governor Denver to pro- | 838, by the fundamental principle of Democ-| It appears that, by a csr gpa * epee someot their tre wg they pa ae F om wm a akan 7 of a strong my : € sworn ste 
gational Church in Washington. Itis published | large as to show the Mormons that there is no | hold what opinions you please, and advocate | cure the sworn statements of the judges of this | racy, and by the desire of the great majority | the Virginia gel “ a : “ my Be leave the party, though there is no other party = le They are mingling together, “Rel pe a prec 
by request, and is an able exposition of the | hope of successfal resistance, whereby blood- | them too, provided you do faithfully what you Se —s and to oe aoe taken | of the voters of this city.’ pen a ~~ a which, 4 Ms eee ieee in Kansas with which they would or could affi-| will be difficult to again ope Tee ae ryan 
text, (1 Kings, ii, 2,) “ show thyself a man.” | shed might be prevented. So do we. He | haveagreed to do. But, a clerk under the Gov- Se a caiiaaad aking F facts. By the nn A case of election fraud occurred in Atchison and Kanawha Company ask to be absolved liate.” _ | apon it, it = afi Pose patty here bav statements, s 
Its author preaches regularly in the Congre- | holds that to secure such a force it is necessary | ernment, you are a dependant—not employed, | statements, so procured, 1 shall be governed in | County, Kansas, recently, where a special elec-| from the eae of the $6,000,000 which it | Governor Denver has approved of the act in-| large portion — =" on K, He Biving the c« 
gational Church in this city. to raise additional regiments, either volunteers ' because you are fitted for your work, or because giving the certificates of election to the mem. ' tion was held for a member of the lower house ' owes the Commonwealth, corporating the Minneola Town Company. Democratic p' 
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LETTER FROM MR. CALHOUN, OF KANSAS. 


We transfer to our colamns the subjoined 
letter from Mr. Calhoun, President of the late 
Constitutional Convention in the Territory of 
Kansas, which we find in the official paper of 
yesterday morning : 

Wasuineton, February 17, 1858. 
To the Editor of the Union : 

sir: * * * My object now is to place 
myself right before the public on the subject of 
the election returns for members of the Legis- 
lature in Leavenworth county, the statements 
in reference to which have been so conflicting 

d contratictery. 

a the 13th of Janvary, the day befor I open- 
ed the retures of the Kansas elections for and 
under the Constitution, I was called upon by 
several gentlemen from Lawrence, headed by 
Doctor or Governor Robinson, and asked if I 
would be governed, in determining the result 
of the election in Leavenworth county, by the 
sworn statement of one of the judges of elec 
tion at the precinct known as the “ Dela- 
ware Crossing.” I replied, no! That I could 
not and would not go behind the election 
returns. It was then stated that the question 
was aa to the legality of returns; and fraud was 
charged, on what information I did not learn, 
upon the ground that the returns sent to me 
were no: the true returns, ag approved and 
signed by the judges of election. To give the 
full opportunity of submitting testimony as to 
the legality of the returns, I told the geatlemen 
that, as the Legis!ature would have no duties to 
perform until after the decision of the question 
of admission, there eculd be no necessity for 
the immediate issuance of certificates of elec- 
tion in that or any other case, avd that the 
dificnity which they suggested could in the 
mean time be fully investigated. 

This statement I made the next day in the 
presence of the gentlemen who were present at 
the opening of the returns. I slso authorized 
Gov. Denver to state, that if the jndges of elec- 
tion would furnish me, under oath, a statement 
that the return made was false and fraudulent, 
[ would treat such statement as a corrected re 
turn, and be governed by it in giving certificates 
of election. I knew nothing of the Delaware 
Crogsing returns, only that public rumor had 





bers of the Legislature from L2avenworth 
county. J. CALHOUN, 


Note by the Editors of the National Intelli- 
gencer. 

Leaving Mr. Calhoun's letter to speak gen- 

erally for itself, it may not be improper for us 

to remark on one or two of its points. 

In reference to that part of the letter which 

expresses Mr. Calhoun’s purpose of being gov- 


tion, by the testimony of the judges of the Del- 
aware Crossing precinct, we presume that he 
means merely to await the receipt of an au- 
thenticated copy of the testimony of the said 
judges ; for the attentive reader of this journal 
will recollect that each of these judges, as ap- 
pears from their testimony copied from the 
Kansas papers, has already deposed to be for- 
geries the very returns which Mr. Calhoun ad- 
mi's to have been received and counted by him 
at Westport, in Missouri, on the 21st of Janu- 
ary—nine days after the expiration of the time 
within which, under the law, as expounded in 
his proclamation, these returns were required 
to be made. Mr. Garrett, one of these judges, 
having been early arrested on a charge ot fraud, 


were given at the Delaware Crossing precinct, 
and tha: a true return thereof had been made, 
which was intrasted to Mr. John D. Hender. 
son, to be conveyed to Mr. Calhoun. This tes- 
timony led to the prompt arrest of Mr. Hender- 
son and the release of Mr. Garrett, since which 
time we have heard nothing of the latter, ex- 
cept a report that when he was subpoenaed be- 
fore the commissioners, he could not be found. 
His two associate judges, however, (Meecers. 
Griuter and Mundee,) have both sworn that the 
whole number of votes polled at Delaware 
Crossing was forty-three, and that this number 
only were returned by the judges of the elec- 
tion. They have also testified to the falsity of 
the pretended returns from that precinct, which 
were received and counted by Mr. Cathoun at 
Westport, and afterwards found near his office 
at Lecompton, under a wood-pile, where they 
were placed by his chief clerk. The testimony 


from that of Mr. Garrett as to the exact num- 
ber of votes, the latter having stated it at sev- 
eral votes less than the former. Other evidence 
indicates that Mr. Garrett’s recollection was 





given to the Democratic party a majority at 
that precinct of some three or four hundred. I 
supposed the returos from that precinct were 
in my office, aud was undeceived only when all 
the returns were opened, and they were not 
found. These returns were of great importance, 
as they determined not only the political com- 
plexion of Leavenworth county, but of both 
branches of the Logislature. As they stood 
at the opening of the returns, without the 
Delaware C.ossing vote, the Republicans had 
a majority in Leavenworth county, and conse- 
quently a majority of both branches of the 
Legislature. 

In order to ascertain the truth, I sent a mes- 
ssnger to that precinct, to see the judges of 
election, and iearn the facts as to the charge 
of fraud in the return. In the mean time, the 
sealed returns from that precinct were put into 
my hauds by Mr. Diefendorf, one of the com- 
missioners for Leavenworth county, and on the 
same day the messenger returned from Dela- 
ware Crossinz precinct. I received the returns 
and the messenger’ report at Weston, Missouri, 
on the 2lst day of January. The messenger 
brought to me the follownig sworn statements 
of the judges and clerks of the precinct in ques- 
lan: 

Territory of Kansas, County ef Leavenworth : 

The undersigned, judges and clerks of the 
election held for State officers and members of 
the Siate Legislature, held at the precinct 
known as Delaware Agency, on the 4th day of 
January, A. D. 1858, do hereby certify that 
the returns made by us of said election were 
correct and genuine, and that any statement 
made by auy person, a3 to the vote of said pre- 
cinct, can only be determined, as to its trath 
or falsity, by 2 reference to said returns made 
by us a8 managers and clerks of said election 
at said precinct. 

Isaac Monpay, 


‘THeopore F. Garrett, } Judges. 
James C. GRINTER, 

W.C. Witson, 

JAMES FINDLAY, Clerks. 


Territory of Kansas, County of Johnson: 
Before me, Samuel Salters, an acting justice 

of the peace in and for the county and Territory 
aforesaid, personally appeared Isaac Monday, 
Theodore F'. Garrett, J amea C. Grinter, William 
C. Wilson, aud James Findlay, who, being sworn, 
deposeth aud saith that the foregoing state- 
ment is true, to the best of their knowledge 
and bevel. Isaac Muypay. 

Tueopore F, GARRETT. 

James G, Ginter. 

W, C. Witson. 

James Finpuay,. 


Swora to and sibasribed before me, this 18th 
day of January, 1458. 
Samver M, Satrers, J. P. 


Territory of Kansas, County of Johnson : 

Before me, Samuel Salters, personally ap- 
peared Theodor. , Garrett, who, being sworn, 
says that on the llih day of January he was ar- 
rested in Leavenworth county, under, as it was 
said, a warrant, and taken to Lawrence, by an 
armed party of ten or eleven; and while he 
wag under arrest, a proposition was made to 
him to make a new poll-book, (by some one of 
the Free State party in Lawrence, and he 
thinks by » man named Ewing,) which poll- 
book should be made out so that General Cal- 
houn would receive it, which deponent, being 
in durance, told him or them he supposed 
would be all right. 

Tueovore FE, GARRETT. 


Sworn to and subscribed befure me, this the 
18th day of January, 1858. 
Samvuet M. Satrers, J. P. 
These depositions impressed my mind fully 
that the retavns placed that day in my hands 
were true. I entertained no particle of doubt 
about the result, when, in the presence of Col. 
Starke and others, I opened the returns, and 
found a majority of 379 votes for the Demo- 
cratic party. I concluded, as a matter of course, 
that the depositions of the judges and clerks 
were made with a full knowledge of the con- 
tents of the returns, then for the first time in 
my possession. The returns, together with the 
depositions of the judges and clerks, I gent to 
my oflice at Lecompton, by Mr. Brooks, one of 
the clerks in the Surveyor General’s Office. I 
am informed, in a letter from Mr. Brooks, that 
he placed them in the hands of General McLean, 
the chief clerk in the Surveyor General’s office, 
ou the 27th day of January. I at once said to 
my friends, and others who approached me on 
the subject, that the Democratic party had a 
majority in the Legislature, and authorized the 
—— cf such astatement. I came to 
Vashington with no particle of doubt on my 
mind as to the resuit. Oa Saturday night, after 
my arrival in Washington, I called to pay my 
Tespects to an old friend, Judge Douglas, and 
before leaving he placed in my hands a paper 
he had just received trom Kansas. This paper 
contained what purported to be the depositions 
of the judges of election for the precinct o 
Delaware Crossing, and in which the judges 
deposed that there were but forty-three votes 
polled at that precinct. I couid not act or form 
My opinion upon newspaper publication ; but 
immediately informed my friends, that if the 
statement so made should prove true, they must 
Inevitably contro! my action. I have received 
and opened a return from the Delaware Cross- 
ing precinct, which gives to the Democratic 
Party 2 majority of 379 votes, and would thus 
secure a majority to the Democratic legislative 
ticket of Leavenworth county, and a majority on 
Joint ballot in the Legislature under the Con- 
Stitution, If the judges of election at that pre- 
Cinct furnish to me, as I informed Gov. Denver 
efore leaving Kansas, a reliable and sworn 
statement that but forty-three votes were polled 
there, I should make myself a party to the 
fraud if I declined to be governed by the oaths 
of the judges. It is a question going to the 
legality of the returns. Of that I may judge 
and determine. I shall do so; and in my deter. 
mination I shall be governed by justice end 
truth and the right. If it shall, as it probably 
Will, place the Government of the State of Kan- 
888 in the hands of my enemies, no one will 
Tegret it more; but yet no one, not even & Black 
epublican, could perform the duty with more 
of the ccnsciousness of right than I shall feel 
in the honest discharge of my official duties. I 
“ve written to Governor Denver to procure 
‘ ® sworn statements of the judges of this con- 
Toverted precinct, and to have them taken under 
Such circumstances as will secure a free and 
Unbiased exhibition of facts, By the sworn 


erroneous as to this point. The judges did not 
open the bollot-box to count the votes, but, be- 
ing assured that they were all “ Democratic,” 
they rolled up the poll list, without sealing it, 
put it into the bailot-box, and screwed the whole 
up together. Such is their own testimony. 
Another point upon which we would say a 
word or two isin reference to the affidavits 
which are embodied in Mr. Calhoun’s letter, and 
to which he seems heretofore to have attached 
undue importance. Copies of these affidavits 
first reached us on the 3d instant, in the St Louis 
Ropublican, to which journal they were for- 
warded on the 21st of January, the very day 
upon which, according to his statement, they 
were put into Mr. Calhoun’s posseasion. The 
letter to which they were appended stated with 
precision the result of the election for members 
of the Kansas Legislature, as the same had 
been changed by these returns from Delaware 
Crossing, just then received, and the facts thus 
communicated were said by the correspondent 
to have been “received from high authority.” 
But we were at ounce led to suspect the genuine- 
ness of these affidavits, and that suspicion has 
not yet been removed. Of the six names rep- 
resented in them, only two are spelt correctly, 
(that ig, in the same manner as we have seen 
them in the Kavsas newspapers,) and the name 
of the qualifying magistrate, as written in the 
body of both certificates, is different from the 
signacure at the end. In these affidavits, as 
above published, Mr. Calhoun has either cor- 
rected himself some of the errcrs alluded to, or 
has followed a corrected copy. As originally 
published in the St Louis Republican, and as 
subsequently published in the Kansas papers 
after being exhumed from beneath the wood- 
pile, the said affidavits are as follows: 
Territory of Kansas, County of Johnson: 
Before me, Samuel Salters, personally ap- 
peared Theodore F’, Garnett, who, being sworn, 
says that on the llth day of January he was ar- 
rested in Leavenworth county, under, as it was 
said, a warrant, and taken to Lawrence by an 
armed party of ten or eleven, and, while he was 
under arrest, a proposition was made to him to 
make a new poll-book, (by some one of the Free 
State party in Lawrence, and he thinks by a 
man named Ewing,) which poll book snould be 
made out so that Gen. Calhoun would receive 
it, which deponent, being in durance, told him 
or them he supposed would be all right. 
THEOpORE F., Garnett. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, this 18th 
day of January, 1858. 
Samuet M. Satrens, J. P. 


Territory of Kansas, County of Leavenworth : 
The undersigned, judges and clerks of the 
election for State officers and members of 
the State Legislature, held at the precinct known 
as Delaware Agency, on the 4'h day of January, 
A. D. 1858, do hereby certify that the returns 
made by us of said election are correct and 
genuine, and that any statement made by any 
person as to the vote of said precinct can only 
be determined as to its truth or falsity by a ref- 
erence to said returns, made by us as mana- 
gers and clerks of said election at said precinct. 
Isaac Munpy, j 
TuHeEopore F, Garnett, 
James C. GRINTER, 

W. C. Witsoy, Clerk: 
JAMES fae ee 


Judges. 


Territory of Kansas, County of Johnson: 


Before me, Samuel Salters, an acting justice 
of the peace in and for the county and Terri- 
tory aforesaid, personally appeared Isaac 
Mundy, Theodore F’. Garnett, James C. Grin- 
ter, William C. Wilson, and James Findley, 
who, being sworn, deposeth and saith that the 
foregoing statement is true, to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 18th 
day of January, A. D. 1858. 

Samuet M. Satrers, J. P. 


In these copies the names T. F’. Garrett, Isnac 
Mundee, and James Findlay, are all misspelled, 
(we have here spelt them correctly,) and one of 
the initial letters of the name of the magistrate 
is omitted in each of the certificates. 

But the affidavits themselves are of no con- 
sequence, as they do not cortrovert anything 
which had been previously stated. That pur- 
porting to come from Mr. Garrett, if genuine, 
may merely allude to a proposal made to him 
to prepare a correct poll-list, with which to con- 
fute the fraudulent one which was sought by 
those who held him in duress. The other cer- 
tificate is deficient, in not stating the number 
of votes received and returned by the persons 
whose names it bears, and who were never 
charged with having made any other than true 
returns. The charge was and still is, that the 
returns were altered and falsified whilst on their 
way to Mr. Calhoun, and after they had gone 
out of the possession of the judges of the 
election. 

A correspondent of the New York Times, 
writing on board the U. S. steamer San Jacin- 
to, at Hong Kong, December 15, says: 

“T regret to have to record the death, on the 
13th, of James A. Gates gunner in the United 
States navy, and attached at the time of his 
death to the United States ship Portsmouth. 
Mr. Gates’s loss will be severely felt on his ship, 
as he was a most efficient officer and an esti- 
mable man. His residence was Washington, D. 
C. He leaves a wife to mourn his loss. His 
merits as an officer and a man were testifisd to 
this day by a large attendance of the officers 
and men of the United States squadron at his 
funeral, who also did not fail during the weary 
days of his illness, and the struggles of his dy- 
ing hour, to show unto him every kindness, and 
to smooth his pathway to the tomb. Poor 
Gates! after life’s fitful fever, and a short so- 
journ in this weary, weary land, you sleep well. 
Peace to your memory, and peace be with 
those who were near and dear to you.” 





Willing to Wound, yot afraid to Strike. 

The following despatch to the Herald is sig- 
nificant. : 

“The Wabash, late flag ship of the home 
equadron, has been ordered to be put out of com- 
mission, and prepared as flag ship of the Medi- 
terranean squadron. The cfficers have been 
detached, and the crew will be discharged.” 


The Administration, not daring to recall Paul 





statements, so procured, I shall be governed in 
Biving the certificates of election to the mem- 





erned, in deciding the result of the State elec. | 


teatified that only thirty-five or thirty-nine votes | 


of Messrs, Grinter and Mandee differs slightly | 


Does this mean that Commodore Paulding 
has also been put out of commission for disturb- 
ing the plans of the Ostend philauthropists ? 


ding, have recalled his ship, which will have 
the same effect, without entailing, they sup- 
pose, the same responsibilities. It may be that 
our suspicions do the President injustice in 
this instance, but we are constrained to say that 
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his course for the past four months has de- 
stroyed a'l presumptions in favor of a manly, 
just, and statesman-like course being pursued 
by his Administration on any public ques- 
tion.— New York Post. 
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Wednesday, February 17, 1858. 
SENATE. 

Jnited States Protectorate.—-Mr. Houston 
called up for consideration the resolution suab- 
mitted by him yesterday. 

Mr. Wilson called for the reading of the res- 
olution; which was read, as follows : 

“ Whereas the events connected with the nu- 
merous efforts of the people of Mexico and the 
Central America of this continent, to establish 
and maintain order and good government, 
| since their separation from the mother coun- 

try, have so far resulted in failure and conse- 

quent anarchy, and demonstrated to the world 

the inability of said people to effect an object 
_ alike so desirable and so indispensable to their 
' welfare and prosperity ; therefore, 

“ Resolved, that the Committee on Foreign 
Relations be instructed to inquire into and re- 
port to the Senate unon the expediency of the 
Government of the United States declaring and 
| maintaining an efficient protectorate over the 

States of Mexico, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Gua- 
‘temala, Honduras, and San Salvador, in suck 

form aud to such an exteut as shall be neces- 
' gary to secure to the people of said States the 
| blessings of good and stable republican gov- 

esnment.” 
| Mr. Wilson characterized the resolution as 
very extraordinary in its nature. To his mind, 
it seemed calculated to foster that spirit of fili- 
bustering so rife in the country, and which had 
been so elequently denounced on a former oc- 
casion by that Senator. 

Mr. Houston held filibustering in as much 
contempt as ever he did, and professed the ob- 
ject of the resolution to be rather to suppress 
than foster it. He adverted to the present ur- 
settled condition of those countries ; that since 
their separation from the mother country they 
had sought to establish a Government on the 
same basis as our own; and yet, since that pe- 
riod, he believed there had been some twenty- 
five revolutions, ending in despotisms worse 
than had been suffered under the old regime ; 
that these States were our neighbors, and that 
the commerce between us bid fair to be valus- 
ble in a commercial poiut of view ; and that, as 
an act of policy and humanity, it became our , 
duty to exercise such protection as would secure | 
to them the blessings of a popular freedom and 
@ conservative governmeut, 

Mr. Toombs contended that tho resolution 
foreshadowed the true policy of this Govern- 
ment in relation to those States. He would 
not now go into the subject, but, when the 
proper time arrived, he would be prepared to 
vindicate it, as eminently worthy the consider- 
ation of the American people. 

Mr. Mason deemed the resolution as one 
even calculated to be regarded as an indignity 
by Republics with whom we sre at peace and 
amity, aud contended that the idea of referring 
such a document to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations would be to offer an insult to them, 
as intimating that they were unable to take 
care of themselves. 

Mr. Houston held that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations was the appropriate com- 
mittee to investigate and report on the subject. 
Mr. Hale desired to amend the resolution by 
adding the following : 

“ And whereas a state of colonial dependen- 
cy is nct calculated to illustrate the theory and 
practica of popular sovereignty and perfect 
freedom, said committee is instructed to extend 
the same inquiries to the Canadas and the other 
British pessessions on our continent.” 

Mr. Mason moved to lay the resolution and 
amendment on the table; which was agreed to. 
Increase of the Army.—The Senate then pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill to increase the mil- 
itary establishment of the United States. 

Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee, offered another 
substitute, proposing to employ a force of four 
thousand volunteers, who should be engaged 
for the specific purpose of quelling the rebel- 
lion in Utah, and who should be disbanded at 
the completion of the campaign. 

Mr. Johnson then proceeded, in an earnest 
speech, to advocate the adoption of his meas- 
ure, which he thought more correspondent with 
the avowed wishea and objects of the Admin- 
istration than was that reported by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. He commenced by 
protesting his invincible opposition to the the- 
ory and existence of standing armies, and the 
present seemed to him a moat inopportune time 
to propose any permanent addition to the mil- 
itary establishment of the country. Instead of 
increasing our expenditures, we should rather 
be seeking to restrain and curtail them. The 
Democratic party was properly held responsi- 
ble for any extravsgance which might be c2in- 
mitted in the matter of appropriations. These 
appropriations had already increased to an 
alarming amount, and in an alarming progres: 
sion. The Democratic party had always pro- 
fessed to be in favor of an economical admin- 
istration of the Government, and he thought 
it was time for it to redeem its pledges to the 
country. 

Mr. Chandler moved to strike out the fourth 
section of the bill, and the debate was continued 
until four o’clock, P. M. It was participated 
in by Mesers. Chandler, Pugh, Seward, Wilson, 
Iverson, Stuart, Houston, aud others; when, 
without taking the question, the Senate ad- 
journed, 


HOUSE. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Elections, on the 
contested election case from the fourth Congres- 
sional district of Maryland. 
The pending question was a motion by Mr. 
Marshall, of Kentucky, to lay on the table his 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the main 
questicn was ordered to be put. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and the 
motion prevailed—yeas 90, nays 68. 
The yeas and nays were then taken on the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Phillips, of Penn- 
sylvania, to submit the resolution reported by 
the minority, which empowers the Committee 
on Elections to send for persons and papers, 
and examine witnesses in the case. 
The amendment was lost—yeas 86, nays 110. 
The question recurred on the following reso- 
lution, reported by the majority of the com- 
mittee : 
Resolved, That it is inexpedient to grant the 
prayer of the memorialist for the appointment 
of a committee to take testimony. 
The resolution was adopted. 
The Indian Appropriation Bill._—Tbe House 
went into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Hop- 
kins, of Virginia, in the chair.) 
The House invalid pension bill was laid aside, 
with & recommendation that it be laid on the 
table, the House having passed the Senate bill. 
The Committee then took up the bill makirg 
appropriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses of the Indian department, and for falfil- 
ling treaty stipulations with the various Indian 
tribes, for the year ending 30th June, 1859. 
Mr. J. G. Jones, of Pennsylvahia, remarked 
that they had reached the middle of February, 
and still had nine appropriation bills on the 
calendar, ready for the action of the House. 
Mr. Atkins, of Tennessee, then obtained the 
floor, and proceeded to address the Committee 
in advocacy of the admission of Kansas as a 
State into the Union under the Lecompton Con- 
stitution. 
He denied that the people of Kansas would 
have a right to change their Constitution in any 
other way than the legally-prescribed mode. If 
the South embraced that doctrine, it might 
hereafter be a poisoned chalice commended to 
their own lips. Those who made the Lecomp- 
ton Constitution were the legal people of Kan- 
sas, and their opponents were rebels and out- 
laws. Law was the shield and protection of the 
minority in this Government; the majority 
could always take care of themselves. Upon 
this principle it was provided that in the Senate 
small States should be represented as fully as 
large ones. If the people of a State had a right 
to overturn their Government without regard to 
law, then the people of the United States had 
the same right to overturn the Constitution, and 
build up a different structure; and these latter- 
day saints aud patriots would have no great re 
gard for the rights of the minority in so doing. 
fhe practice of the Government bad not been 
to require an enabling act; only nine States 
now in the Union came in under Constitutions 
thus formed. 

Mr. A. condemned the course of certain poli- 
ticians in Tennessee, who had denounced the 
action of the Lecomptonites, and dissuaded 
Southern people from emigrating to Kansas 
with their slaves, by representing that it was 
not suitable for slave labor; and if they went 





there, it would be at the risk of losing their | 


i property. He believed the country was 48 well 
adapted to slave labor as Missouri, and there 
wos as little danger of ihe abduction or escape 
of slaves as in some of the older elave States. 
Kansas had been unfortunate in its Governers, | 
and its Governors had been unfortunate 10 
Ksnsas. Its soil seemed to have tinctured 
them with Abolitionism. Yet, through fire and 
storm, Kansas had come cut with a Pro-Slavery 
Constitution. She had conformed to the law ; 
and how could Democrats, the feiends of popu- 
lar sovereignty and State equality, refuse her 
admission ? 

The mission of the Kansas-Nebraska act was 
to efface the black line of the Missouri compro- 
mise, which placed one-half the Confederacy ! 
under the ban of inequality ; and the result of 
that act was the Lecompton Constitution. The | 
opposition to this measure was one of the signs 
in the Northern political horizon, which admon- ; 
ished the South of her impending fate. It had | 
been urged that Slavery in Kausas was an ab- 
straction; but if the North started back at 
an abstraction, how would it be if a Territory | 
with Slavery indisputably established was knock. | 
ing for admission? If they were alarmed at | 
shadows, how would they be affected by the sub- | 
stance? The “Black Republicans” of the | 
North had inscribed on their banners, “ No more , 
slave States,” and now ihe South ought to stand 
by Kansas, and never desert her, though they 
marched through fire and blood. They would 
no sooner submit to an ingult than to a blow. 
They remembered it was an abstraction which 
created the Revolution. The equilibrium be- 
tween ihe Northern and Southern States had 
passed away; and if Kaneas was refused upon 
the policy of ‘no more slave States,” truly the 
evil day was st hand, when Southern men must 
look to themselves for protection and relief, and 
it would not require a prophet to foretell the 
end of this proud Republic. 

The Republican party had to business with 
Slavery. Its extension would not add to the 
number of slaves; therefore, their opposition 
was not based upon humanity ; and the infer- 
ence was, that they desired, by restricting the 
institution, to force the Sonth into a war of 
races. The pecple of the North were deluded | 
by demeagogues; but their commercial men, 
through their intercourse with the Scuth, came 
generally to understand that Slavery is the nor- 
mal condition of the negro. If slave labor 
were stricken down, it would bring ruin upon 
the North, and the cry of the starving working 
men would then be, * Blood and Bread!” 

They had been told that Central America 
must be Americanized by the Anti-Slavery 
Easigeant Aid Societies. Aboliticnism would 
deny an outlet to Slavery, while claiming it for 
themselves. But it would be found that New 
England wen could not erdure labor under 
that burning sun; and if Yankees went there, 
it would only be to live under the shadow of the 
institution cf Slavery. The South must see to 
it that neither New Hugland nor Abolitioniam 
was allowed io interfere with their rights, either 
in Central America, Mexico, Cuba, or any other 
lands in that direciior. Let it be the work of 
the South to Americauize those regions, which 
were the natural and geographical sphere fcr 
the extension of her own peculiar institutions. 
Mr. Lovejoy, of Lilinois, said it was dasirable 
that they should have a distinet understanding 
of the couflict in which they were engaged. It 
was not a sectional strife at all, and the terms 
“ North” and “South” were misapplied in 
desigoating the parties engaged. There was 
nothing to array the North against the South, 
or the Scuth against the North; on the other 
hand, there was everything to bind them to- 
gether; and if anything seemed to array one 
section against the other, let it be brought to 
the altar of patriotism, and sacrificed. The 
conflict was between Freedom and Slavery— 
between the principles of liberty and despot- 
izm. The great mistake had been in identify- 
ing the South with S!avery and slaveholding ; 
and it arose from the faci that a small class in 
the South imagined that they were the South. 
If they and their institution were to be annihi- 
lated, there would still be a South. If tue 
slaves and their masters were swallowed up to- 
gether, the non-slaveholders of the South would 
be greatly benefited. There would still be a 
South, and a South regenerated and jubilant. 

He agreed with the extremists of the South, 
thst if they had the right of property in human 
beings, they had a right to take them to Kan- 
sas; but he denied that doctrine, which had 
neither the sanction of natural or revealed reli- 
gion, uor of the Constitution. It was a new 
dog:na, entirely unkuuwu tu the fibers pt ine 
Republic. The demon of Slavery had left its 
lair, to hurl its blasphemies abroad, ravaging 
upon the rights of men; and now the Demo- 
cratic party were bowing down to it, and en- 
Geavoring to make ii the supreme dictator on 
this continent, 

Mr. L. proceeded to shew that Slavery was 
contrary to the dictates of Christianity aud the 
natural instincts of the human conscience ; 
and then contended that there was no article, 
line, word, or syllable, in the Constitution of 
the United States, which eanciioned in the re- 
motest degree the idea of property in a human 
being. He quoted from the writiags of a con- 
temporaneous statesman in suppcrt of this 
view. Under the modern construction of the 
Constitution, no more free States could be ad- 
mitted ai all; and the issue was, whether this 
whole country should hereafter be the home of 
Freedom, or ihe lair of Slavery. He proceeded 
to argue that the Constitution was Anti-Slavery 
in its form and spirit; that uuder it Slavery 
could not be extended to Kansas, or any other 
Territory ; and concluded by portraying the glo- 
rious future awaiting this country, if the policy 
of the non-extension of Slavery prevails, and a 
grand and glorious brotherhood of free and sov- 
ereign Republics is established all over the con- 
tinent. 

Mr. Shorter next obtained the floor, when the 
Commitiee rose. 

At five minutes before four o’clock, the House | 
edjourned. 


Thursday, February 18, 1858. 
SENATE. 

. Green, from the Committee on Territo- 
ries, to which was referred the message of the 
President of the United Siates, communicating 
the Constitution of Kansasz as a State, adopted 
by the Convention assembled at Lecompton, 
submitted a report, accompanied by @ bill for 
the admission of Kansas into the Union. 

This bill provides that Kansas shall be de- 
clared a State, and admitted on an equal footing 
with the original States, defines the boundaries, 
and goes on to say that she is admitted upon 
the express condition that the State shall never 
interfere with the primary disposal of the pub- 
lic lande, or with any regulations that Congrese 
may see fit to make for selling the title of said 
lands to bona fide purchasers and grantees, &c.; 
and, farther, that until the next general ceneus 
shall be taken, and an apportionment made, the 
State shall be entitled to one Representative 
in the Heuse of Represeutatives. 

The report is somewhat voluminous, and the 
reporter can only give a small extract from 
the close. F 

“The committee do not approve the ordi- 
nance accompanying the Constitation, and 
report against its allowance; that they do not 
regard it as any part of the Constitutiox, nor 
will its approval or disapproval by Congress 
affect the validity of that Constitution, if the 
State be admitted into the Union as recom- 
mended. ie 

“In conclusion, this committee is of opinion, 
that when a Constitution of o newly-formed 
Siate, created out of our own Territory, 18 pre- 
sented to Congress for admission into the 
Union, it is no part of the duty or privilege of 
Congress either to approve or disapprove the 
Constitution itself, and its various provisions, 
or aay of them, but simply to see whether it be 
the legal Constitution of the new State, whether 
it be republican in form, whether the bounda- 
ries proposed be admissible, and whether the 
number of inhabitants be sufficient to justify 
independent State organization. ’ 

“ Bolieving that the paper presented is the 
legal Constitution of Kansas, that it is repub- 
lican in its form, that the boundaries proposed 
by it are admissible, and conceding the sufli- 
ciency of its population, the committee recom- 
mend the admission of Kansas into the Union 
upon the Constitution presented, and report o 
bill acesrdingly.” 

Mr. Douglas desired, at the same time, to 
subciit his views, as dissenting from the report 
of the committee; which were sent to the 
Chair. 

This document is not less voluminous than 
the report of the committee. It argues on the 
basis that the Constitution was not an act of 

the people of Kansas, and does not embody 
their will; that the Convention was not clothed 
with competent power to establish a Constitu- 
tion without the consent of Congress, which 
has been in this case expressly withheld ; and 
hence that the Convention had only such pow- 
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' was upon his trial before Congress and the 
|ecountry. The Prevident was man mere sin- 


ead Sea. It is proposed 
to take tents and equipage from America, to 


the Jordan, and the D 


sion into the Union, which could be accepied | ned against than siuning, and he would not’ secure perfect comfort to ladies, and all the 


or rejected, according ag it embodied the pop- 
ular will; that all the proceedings of the Con- 
veuticn should have heen held ir strict obedi- 
ence to the authority of the Territo:ial Govern- 
ment, while, in fact, it waz declared to be in 
force in absolute defiance of the Territorial 
Government, as well as without the consent of 
Congress ; thet the only lawful election held 
on the adoption of the Constitution was that 
of the 4th of January, 1858, which was in 
obedienca to a law of the Territorial Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr. Collamer ciso submitted the views of the 
minority in another document, quite volumin- 
ous, though not as much so as its predecessors, 
signed by himeelf and Mr. Wade, the closing 
psragraph of which is as follows: 

_ “This Lecompton Constitution and its adop- 
tion was concocted and executed to supersede 
the triumph of justice. To admit it by Con- 
gress is but to give success to fraud and en- 
couragement to iniquity, and to turn over that 
people, not to an election fairly and legally con- 

ucted, but to such State officers and legisla- 
tors ag said Calhoun shall hereafter proclaim, 
and on such contingency as he shall determine; 
and his long mysterious and inexcusable inde 
cision and reserve, but encourages expectations 
in both pariies, one of which is certainly doomed 
to disappointment.” 

hese reports, with the dissentient opinions 
of the minority, were erdered to be printed, 
Mr. Green giving notice that, a3 soon as that 
was accomplished, be should take some early 
day to call them up. 

On motion by Mr. Wilson. 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to inform the Senate whether 


| any officer of the civil service cf the United 
1 @ . . . 
| States in the Territory of Kansas are absent 


from their posts in said Territory, and, if so, 
the reason therefor. 

Mrz Foot called up the resolution submittted 
by him on the 10th instant, in relation to a 
pian for the accommodation of reporters in the 
eastern gallery; which, afier explaxation by 
Mr. Foot, was agreed to. 

Increase of the Army.—The Senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill to increase the 
military establishment of the United States, 
when the question was taken cn striking out 
the 4th section, and decided in the aflirmative, 
by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messys. Allen, Bell, Cameron, Chand- 
ler, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Dur- 
kee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Hale, Hous- 
ton, Hunter, Mason. Seward, Simmons, Stuart, 
Thomson ot New Jersey, Toombs, Wade 
Wilson—24. 
Nays—Mesers. Bayard, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, 
Brown, Clay, Evans, Fitch, Green, Hamlin, 
Hammond, Harlan, Iverson, Johnson of Arkan- 
eas, Johnson of Tennessee, Jonss, Mailory, 
Polk, Pugh, Sebastian, Slidell, Thompzon of 
Kentucky, and Wright—23. 

A prctcacted debate then ensued, as to the 
relative merits of the various amendatory prop- 
ositions, in which Messrs. Johnson of ‘'ennes- 
see, Hunter, Hale, Gwin, Simmons, Iverson, 
Seward, Biggs, and Brown, participated, when 
the Senate, atter resisting several motions to 
adjourn, finally, at a few minutes before five 
o'clock, adjourned, on a call of the yeas and 
nays, by a vote of 27 to 16. 

HOUSE. 

The Indian Appropriztion Bill.—Tie House 
went into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Hop- 
kins, of Virginia, in the chair,) and resumed 
a consideration of the Indian appropriation 

ill. : 

Mr. Shorter, of Alabama, addreased the Com- 
mittee on the subject of Kansas, and called at- 
tention to certain resolutions of his State. to the 
effect that if Kansas is refusad admigsion under 
the Lecompton Coustitution, a State Conven- 
tion shall be held immediately, to consider what 
course shall be adopted. He was aware that 
the right of State secession was denied ; but let 
Alabama once declare in her sovereign capaci- 
ty that she is no longer 8 member of this Con- 
federacy, and her sons would be prepared to 
defend her in the forum or the field, 

There were two parties in his State, the Se- 
cession and the Union parties, aud the struggle 
between them had heen long and warm. They 
finally acceded to the compromise measures, 
but were piedged to the Georgia platform, so 
called, and would consider tha rejection of Kan 
fa3 as &@ measure calling for a dissslution ef the 
TInion, Kanana waa hefora tham with a Can. 
stitution legally adopted and republican in form, 
and the only tree ground of opposition to her 
admission was, that her Constitution recognised 
Slavery. There were special pleas interposed 
by a portion of the Nationsl Democracy, but 
they were all groundizss. He respected more the 
bold and manly opposition of the Iree-Soilers, 
on the ground of Slavery. He defied them, and 
bade them * Lay on, Macdutf.” 

He contended that if Kanses was refused ad- 
mission into the Union, she wonld then be ana 
independent, sovereign State, outside of the 
Union. 

He was not at ail surprised at the opposition 
of the Republican party, but he was overcome 
with astonishment at the sudden <lefection of a 
portion of ihe Northern wing of the Nationa! 
Democracy, who pledged themselves at Cincin- 
nati to vote for the admission of Kansas, with 
or without Slavery, as its Constitution might 
determine. He believed that it was never in- 
tended by the North to admit Kansas with Sla- 
very. The Administration had appointed all 
its Governors from the North, and all Free- 
Soilers, up to the great Southern traitor, Kob- 
ert J. Walker; and all the efforts of Govern- 
ment had been aimed at sacvificing Southern 
rights in that Territory upon the altar of party. 
It it be true that the admiasion of Kansas would 
light the fires of civil war, he for one would let 
them burn, though the Union should fall in the 
conflagration. He would rather see the South 
“ir che deep bosom of the ccenn buried,” than 
to see her remaio in the Union a# the captive 
of the North, her rights trampled upon, and 
her institutions perpetually warred against. 
He would prefer to see the South a captive of 
Old England than of New England. If the 
Lecompton Corstitution were sent back to the 
people of Kansas, it would be inviting civil 
war. The tramp of armed men would again 
be heard ia Kansas, her streams would run 
blood, and Lawrence might again become a 
smoking ruin. If Kansas were admitted, the 
Sonth would gain nothing to which she was not 
clearly entitled; and if rejected, the Democrat- 
ic party would go dowa forever. He trusted 
that Alabama would take no step backward, 
but would become the nucleus of a great 
Southern Confederacy. 

He had a sovereign contempt for the memory 
of the Pilgrim fathers. The religion of Plym- 
outh Rock was hypecrisy and fanaticism—a 
religion whose ministers violated the 7th com- 
mandment in going to and from their evening 
lectures, and, when expozed, were feted and ca 
resyed by the fairer portion of the community. 
He was glad the Yankees were in a tight piace, 
a3 had been stated by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Thayer,] and hoped the South 
would keep them there. He denied, however, 
that slaveholding wa3 necessary to secure 80- 
cial position in the South, and asserted that 
they had in the South only an aristocracy— 
namely, the aristocracy of color and race—of 
the white man over the negro, the Circassian 
over the African. : 

Mr. Zollicoffer, of Tennessee, took occasion 
to reply tothe remarks of Mr. Hatch, of New 
York, in relation to the tressonable oaths and 
obligations of the Know-Nothing or American 
party. ‘ a 

Mr. Tompkins, of Ohio, spoke in opposition 
to the Lecompton Constitution, and against 
Slavery generally. The North had never 
submitted quietly to the repea! of the Missouri 
compromise, and never would. He agreed 
with the gentleman from Alabama, that the 
contest between Freedom and Slavery had 
begun, and responded to his defiance. The 
repeal of the Mi-souri compromige had removed 
all obligations resting upon Northern men to 
consent to the admission of slave States, and 
he held himself perfectly free to oppose the 
extension of Slavery in any and every direc- 
tion. ; : 

He then enumerated the civil and social evils 
of Slavery, giving these a3 his reasons for 
opposing its extersior. He next spoke ef the 
wrongs and outrages suffered by the Free State 
settlers cf Kansas; whom he only blamed for 
not more readily opposing force by force. They 
would have been justified before God and man 
in hanging by the neck the usurpers who were 
engaged in framing laws to be fcrced upon 
them by a corrupt Administration, wielding the 

power of Federal bayonets. If the Lecompton 
Constitution should pass, he predicted that the 
people of the North would rise and sweep away 
the Democratic party and Slavery together. _ 
Mr. Clemens, of Virgiaia, remarked, that in 








er as the Territorial Legislature could rightfally 


point of fact the President of the United States 


| submit to see him weanded in the house of hig 
| friends. He then proceded to defend the Kansas 
| policy of the Administration. The President had 
| done his duty in the c:izis maguanimously and 
| foarlessly, and appealed to Northern mentostand 


by him, sacrificing party to patriotism, aud sec- | 


tional prejadices to principle and right. Ore- 
gon, Washington, Minnesota, and Nebraska, 
were already secure to the North, and Kansas 
must be theirs eventually; surely, then, they 


ple, the barren sceptre, for which they con- 
tended. 

Mr. Burroughs, of New York, obtained the 
floor, when the Committee rose. 

At five minuies before four o’cleck the House 
adjourned. 


Friday, February 19, 1858. 
SENATE. 

Private Bills—Mr. Wade moved that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of private 
bills on the ealendar; which motion was agreed 
to with great unanimity, and the Senate took 
up and passed several bills, among othera, 

A bill to amend the “ Act to inccrporate the 
Columbia Institution for the instruction of the 
deaf, dumb, and blind,” approved February 16, 
1857, 

‘The vote was taken by yeas and nays, and 
dec‘ded in the affirmative—yeas 27, nays 10. 

Tae Vice President aunounced the special 
order, being the bill for the increase of the mili- 
tary establishment of the United States ; but, 
on motion, the subject was postponed until 
Tuesday next, on the ground that the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs was de- 
sirous to close the debate, and to rep'y to some 
strictures wherein he thought he had been un- 
justly assailed. 

The Senate then proceeded with the private 
calendar, aud then adjourned to Tuesday. 

HOUSE. 

Mr. Hoard, of New York, said he rose to a 
question of privilege, and caused to be read a let- 
ter from Mr. Burns, of Ohio, addreseed to himeelf, 
to the effect thet he (Mr. H.) took oecasion on 
Friday last to lay before the Honce an enony- 
mous paragraph from the New York Tribune, 
containing a false and foul slander azainst him, 
(Mr. B.,) of a nature which, if true, would dis. 
qualify nim (Mr. B.) from holding his seat; 
that he (Mr. H.) refused to endorse the false 
hood; that it was his duty to investigate the 
matter, if he suspected him (Mr. B.) to be guil 
ty of the offence charged ; and that if he found 
him to be innocent, it would also be his duty to 
rise ia bis place and set him (Mr. B.) right be- 
fore the Hense. 

Mr. H. said he wished to respond to that Iet- 
ter. 

Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, said it as not a 
question of privilege, and he objected. 

So did Messrs. Florenc2 and Sernait. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the private calendar, (Mr. Stanton, of Ohio, 
in the chair ;) and, after the trangsction of a lit 
tle business, the Committee rose, 

Mr. Hatch, of New York, asked waanimous 
consent tc make a personal explanation, 

Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, said ke would object 
to any personal explanation from that side, un- 
leas the objection to an explanation by the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Hoard] wae with- 
drawn. Subsequently he withdrew the objec- 
tion, understanding that the cbjection to Mr. 
Hoard’s explanation had been withdrawn. 

Mr. Hatch proceeded to reply to some re- 
marke of Mr. Zollicoffer, concerning Kuow Notb- 
ing oaths, &e. 

After a brief discussion, Mr. Hoard rose to a 
personal explanation; but 

Mr. Burnett moved that the House adjourn ; 
which was lost—57 te 87. 

After repeated attempts of Administration 
members tv prevent aciion, 

Mr. Hoard sent to the Chair a question of 
privilege : 

“ Whereas © statement has been made hy a 
member of this House, importing that the Hon. 
Mr. Burns, of Ohio, had stated to him, in a 
conversation on the subject of his voie on the 
resolution of the Hon. Mr. Harris, of Illinois, 
to commit to a select coramittee the President’s 
mecsage on the Kansas question, that he was to 
have certain official p2tronage or appointments 
to office si his disposal; and whereas the Hon. 
Mr. Barns bad previously been free iu his 
avewal of sentimenis with which his vote on 
that oceasion was in conflict, thus fureishing 
ground to suspect that some improper influence 
had been exeried to bias the ssid memb-r's of- 
ficial action as a member of this House 

% Resolved, That a committee of five he ap- 
pointed by the Speaker, to inquire and investi- 
gate whether any improper atrempte have been 
or are hsing made, directly cr indirectly, by 
any person connecied with the Execntive De- 
p2rtment of this Government, or by any other 
person, with their advice or consent, to influ- 
ence the action of any member of this House 
upon auy question or measure upon which the 
House has acted, or which it bas under consid- 
eration, with power to send for persous and 
papere, and leave to report at any time, by bill 
or otherwise.” 

Mr. H. was proceeding to address the House; 

when 
Mr. Burnett called him to order, alleging 
that a private letter could not he made a subject 
of debate, and that the preamble and resclution 
did not raise a question of privilege. 
The Speaker said, in aczordances with prece- 
dents, he would submit the question to the 
House in this wise: “ Shall the resolution be 
received and entertained, on the ground that 
the privileges of the House are involved?” 

This question being debatable, Mr. Hoard 
was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. Hoard said the letter road in the morn- 
ing, aithough dated yesterday, was received by 
him the night before, and he yesierday endeav- 
cred to obtain the floor to reply to it. He was 
informed that after the vote on Mr. Harris’s 
resolution, Mr. Burns, of Ohio, having voted 
against it, stated to a member cf the House 
that certain Executive patronage or appoint- 
ments to office were at his disposal. This ad- 
mission he made, upon beiug inquired of as to 
how he came to give such » vote. In calling 
the attention of the House to the subject out 
of which Mr. Burna’s letter grew, he was actu- 
ated by no feeling of unkindness either towards 
Mr. Burns, whom he did not even know by 
sight, or any one else. He believed the Exee- 
utive Department were endeavoring to influence 
members improperly, and would not consen' 
to be diverted from the real issue by any at- 
tempts to make it a persoual matter. 

Tne prerogatives and independence of the 
House were involved, and it waa in his jadg- 
ment essential that the House should inevitute 
an investigation, in order tha‘ those implicated 
might have an opportunity to clear themselves 
of suspicion, and the House might assert its 
rights and independence. He wou'd have feli 
himself bound to make reparation for any 
currency he had given these reporta, but, so far 
as he could learn, the charges were well found. 
ed. The honor of the Houze and justice to its 
members demanded an investigation of the 
facts in this and similar cases that might come 
to light, and he hoped the House wou!d agrec 
to the resolution he had offered. The Admin- 
istration was in the majority in the Honse, and 
with them rested ihe responsibility whether the 
investigation should be allowed or smothered. 

Mr. Taylor, of New York, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr, Burnett a:ked that that motion be with- 
drawn, and promised tc renew it. 

The charge at best only amounted to an ad- 
mission to some unknown honorable gentleman 
upon that floor, that he was to have the control 
of some Executive appointment. He might 
have said that, or the member who reported it 
might have misunderstood him. It was a re- 
ported conversation, the weakest kind of ev. 
idence known to the law; and on the other side 
stood the assertion of an honorable member, 
entitled to credit, that it was false and slander- 
ous. ‘the gentleman from New York made 
himself the accuser, but declined to take the 
responsibility. He would shield himself, while 
making another party the victim. 

In conclusion, Mr. Barnett moved that the 
Houze udjourn, which motion prevailed; and 
accordingly, at ten minutes past four o'clock, 
the House adjourned till Tuesday next. 

ee ensie 
Grand Trip to the East. 

Some geutiemen cf this cily have arranged 
@ plan for one of the most intereating voyages 
ever made. ‘Tbe steamer Ericsson is to be char- 
tered, to leave New York May 1, touch at Gib- 
raltur, Malta, Alexandria, Jaffa, Constantinople, 

Athena, aud Naples, returning to New York 
about the first cf August. She will remain at 
Alexandria long enough for the party to go to 
Cairo and see the Pyramids, and will lie at Jaffa 
two weeks, for a visit to Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 





mizht concede to the South the meagre princi- | 


party, in the Holy Land. The party is to con- 
sist of 150 persons, to which number it is lim- 
ited; and the steamer face for each person is 
$750. This includes board on the steamer in 
all the ports. All additional expenses are esti. 
mated to be within $150. So that for $900 onc 
may see all the most interesting points in the 
' Orient, and, above all, spend two weeks in Je- 
; rusalem. This is the cheapest and most delight- 
| fal way of seeing the East that could be invented; 
and it only remains to be seen whether there 
are a hundred and fifty people who will form 
the party. The list is rapidly filling up, and 
some of our well-known citizens, clergymen, 
| physicians, lawyers, and authors, have already 
_ taken places for the voyage —N. Y. Observer. 





PREPARE FOR THE FALL ELECTIONS. 


The Republican Association of Washington 
have just completed arrangements for publish- 
ing snd distributing Tracts, Essays, Speeches, 
bearing upon the important question now agita- 
ting the country. 

Most of the Speeches delivered in Congress 
during the present session by the Republican 
members, and also those that may hereafter be 
delivered, can be had, enveloped ard free of 
postage, at 75 centa per 100 for eight-page, 
and $1.25 per 100 for sixteeu-page Speeches. 

They will also be directed, without additional 
expeuge, to such nameg as may be forwarded. 

Our Republican friends ought to take imme- 
: diate steps to flood every Congressional district 





}and especially districts now represented by 


; Democrats, with these Speeches and Docu- 
iments. Address L. CLePuANs, 
Secretary Republican Association. 





A Sure Cure for a Felon—When the sore- 
ness first commences, or even when far ad- 
vanced, it can be relieved and entirely cured by 
holding the finger or part afilicted in Perry 
Davis's Pain Killer for au half an hour. It has 
Seen thoroughly tested, and proves a never-fail- 
ing remedy. 1 





The administration of medicinal preparati>ne 
in the form of a lozenge is of all modes the most 
eligible and convenient, more especially as re- 
gards a Coucu Remepy. “ Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches,” or Cough Lozenges, allay irritation, 
which induces coughing, give instant relief in 
Bronchitis, Hoarseness, Influenza, and Con- 
sumptive and Asthmatic complaints. 1 





A Remedy that Cures —When auffering from 
any disease of the throat or lungs, rest asenred 
that speedy relief can be obtained by using Dr. 
Wistar’s Balsam of Wild Cherry. Its success 
in such cases is unparalleled. 48 
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‘our, Howard Street - - - $4.37 @ 4.50 
Biour, City Mille - - + + » 4.37 @ 550 
Rye Floor - - 2 2 2 « « 3.00 @ 3.25 
Corn Meal - « 2 «© «© ¢ «© 3.25 (@ 0.00 
Wheat, whits - « ¢ «© « « 108 @ 1.15 
Wheat, red = + © © «© « « 102 @ 1.06 
Corn, white- - + 2 + «© © 55H &8 
Com, yellow +» - «+ «+ + « 55 @ O57 
Rye, Pennsylvania - + - - 70 @ 00 
Rye, Virginia - - + - - + 65 @ 00 
Oata, Maryland and Virginia. 24% @ 33 
Ponnsyivania - - - - 35 @ 00 
sr Seed oe ee we + «(6.00 5.123 
Timothy Seed - - - ss + 2.50 @ 2.76 
Bay, Timothy - + + + « «+ 16.00 20.00 
Hops+ + «© + + 6 # @ « 7@ id 
Poiatoos, Mercer - - - + + 1.30 @ 1.40 
Bacon, Shoulders - « + + 7i@ 8 
Bacon, Sides + + © + © « 93@Q 93 
Bsucon, Hamg « » - «+ - «© 10@ Ii 
Pork, Mess- + «© «© «© « «© 16.50 (00.00 
Pork, Prime +» «© © « » « 13.00 @00.09 
Beef, Mese = «© © © © © «© 17.00 @17.25 
H in barrels ~ 2 «+ 10 @ 00 
we ee 10 11 
- © «+ +» 00@ 00 
Washed» - » - + « 0O@ 060 
,; Pulled - - 2 2 © e 00 ~~ s60 
| Fleece, comecu- - - 00@ 00 
ol, Fleece, fins * + « 00 @ 60 
Wool, Choice Merino - - - O00 @ 00 
Buiter, Western, iu kegs - - 123@ 14 
Buiter, Roll + © *# © © © 1 @ 00 
yneese - 5 © © «© «© @ 23(@ 10 
giice, iG © © © © © © « 105143 103 
Coffee, Java «+ - + 2 © © 18 @ ij 
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Whest, white - + + + « «© 1.22 @ 0.00 
Whoat,red- - « © «© «+ « 1.10 @ 0.09 
Cora, white» » = © © + + T1@ 70 
Corn, yellow *© + «© 2 = « 70 (@ 69 
Rye 2 © © © © © 8 T24Q 71 
Onta - 2 + © © « © © ©) 46 46 
Glover Seed + + « + «© © 8,59 (% 875 
Cimothy eed - «= © © © © 2.26 3 259 
Fay -- eee ee es 65 5 
Hops- «+ + ee se 4@ 7 
Bacon, Shoulders- + + + 84 &3 
Sacon, Sides + - + + + 10@ 060 
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Coffee, Bia - + «© + « © @ 10 (q 1} 
Goes, Tava + + + + + * 153 «16 
Wool, Unwashed - - - - » G8 @ C0 
Wool, Washed- - - - + - OO 90 
Wool, Palle? - + © - + + 00 @ 00 
Fool, Flocce, commer + + 00 @G a8 
Wool, Fleece, fine « + - 00 @ 00 
Troz, Scotch, Pig - 28.00 (@28 50 
Litaa, Rockland « + « « 1.20 @ 6.09 


65 @ 09 
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WISTAR’S BALSAM OF WILD CHERRY. 


The Evitor of the Iste, national Journal says: “Of all 
the specifies offered for the cure cf Lung Complaints, we 
hav. the greatest faith in Wistar’s Balsam of Wild Cherry 
free from those nareotic ingredients which enter sc 
largely into the composition of some other patent medi 
cines, .. acts without injury to the Nervous System. We 
speak of this veluable medicine from personal knowledge 
of its effects. Searcely two years have elapzed since a 
member of our family wus ra:sed from the very brink of the 
grave through its use; and in several subsrquent cases. 
where it has been administered in our household, it has 
never once failed of the desired effect. We cheerfully 
commend it to our friends in the British Provinces, and 
among the ‘r. st of mankind,’ as a certain remedy for In- 
cipient Diseases of the Lungs.” 

ic None genuine, unlees signed I. BUTTS on the 
wrapper. 48 








FROM THE CLERGY. 


Rev. J. G. Stearns writes: “I consider it the best rem 
edy I ever knew for Dy=pepsia.” 

The late Rev. Dr. Granger repeatedly expressed his 
belief that he owed his life to the timely use of Perry 
Davis's Pain Killer. During his recent visit to the Mis 
sions in Burmah, he had a severe attack of the CHOLERA, 
acd was immediately relieved by its use. 

Rev. A. Webster, Editor of the Christian Era, writes: 
“J have used your Pain Killer for many years, in my 
tamily, with much satisfaction.” 

Rev. J. Phillips, formerly of the Orissa Mission, India, 
writes: “My wife is using your celebrated Pain Killer 
for a rpeumatic affection, from which she has suffered for 
years, and with better effect than any other of the vari 
ous remedies she has tried; | am using it for dyspepsia 
and kidney complaints, with good success.” 

S_ld by mcdicineg dealers. 1 


THE IMPENDING CRISIS OF THE SOUTH, 
HOW TO MEET IT. 
ty HINTON ROWAN HELPER, of North Carolina. 
One volume, 12mo, 420 pages. Price $1. 

“ We wish that a copy of this book were in the cabin o' 
every resident of Oregon—that it was scattered broudcas! 
over all oue Territories, wherever there ure men and wo 
men who can read — lis facis, let alone its arguments, are 
sufiicient to win iis readers over to the side of F reedoin— 
for it appeals not so much to Conscience as to self-ib- 
terest. This is the first appeal to be made to the masses, 
and that to the conscience will follow.”—Natienal Era. 


For sale by L. CLEPHANE, 


Nationa! Era Office. 
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THE NORTH-AMERICAN REVIEW, 


No. CLXXVIII, for January, 1858. 


CONTENTS. 
The Public Economy of Athens. 
The, Profession of Sehaalenee. 
Reformatory Institutions at Home and Abroad. 
Venice. 
Ireland, Past and Present, 
Anaiomical Architecture, 
The Financiai Cris's. 
Jerusalem. 
9, Contemporary Prench Literature. 
10. Lewes’s History of Philosophy. 
11. Critical Notices. 
12. New Publications. 


BMONS Ww 


The Publishers would commend this Review to the ni- 
tention of the American public. as a work which, dating 
almost from the commencement of the literature ef ou: 
country, has always sustained its high reputation wheie 
ever our language is known. 
tis to America what the Edinburgh and London Quar- 
terlies are to @reat Britain, and takes rank with them 
both in Europe and America. 

Nearly all the great authors of our country were first 
brought before the public through this Review. Webster, 
Everett, Sparks. Prescott, Bancroft. with scores of other 
noted men, of whom our literature is proud, have been 
among its contributors; and its pages continue to reflect 
the best talent of our times. 

The North-American Review is published Quarterly, 
in numbers of nearly three hundred pages each, at Five 
Dollars a year, and will be sent by mail, post paid, on re- 
ceipt OF aos OS price. : 


OSBY, NICHOLS, & CO, 


117 Washington street, Boston 
“ Truth is Stranger than Fiction,” 
Published this Day, February 9, 1858, 
FIFTY YEARS IN CHAINS ; 


OR, 
THE LIFE OF AN AMERICAN SLAVE. 
WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 
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“My God! can such things be! 
Hast thou not said that whatso’er is done 
Unto thy weakest and thy humbiesi one 
Is even done to thee?” WHrr'rTier. 


430 PAGES, CLOTH, GILT BACK, PRICE, $1.00 


This is the title of one of the simplest yet most intense- 
ly interesting biographies of the day (isthe plain, 
homely history of an American slave in the far South, 
who, after two or three escapes and recaptures, finalls, 


an old man, found freedom and rest in one of the North- 
ern States. 

* The story.” says the Preface, “ is rRuE in every par- 
ticular. Responsible citizens of a neighborin 
vouch for the reality of the narrative. The lang 
the slave has not at all times been strictly adhered to, as 
a half century of bondage unfiited him for literary work 
The subject of the story is still a slave by the laws of this 
country, and it would not be wise to reveal his name 





OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


This is one ofthe many books that have come from the 
popularity of “ Uncle ‘Tom’s Cabin,” but, onlike many of 
its class, itis a book of facts, and does not depend for its 
worth upon the imagination of the amthor. itis on aute 
biography, the life of an American slave—that is to say. 
toid by himself—and al! the more eflective for being pub- 
lished mostly in the language of the chief character The 
slave author siates that he 1s now living, where he has 
lived for some years past. about fifty miles from Phila- 
delphia, fearful at this day to let his place of residence be 
known, lest even yetit may be supposed that, as an art- 
cle of property, he may be of sufficient value to be worth 
pursuing in his old age. What an idea, that an old man, 











the victim of wrong, Care not, in this free country, name 
the place of his abode, as doing so might add a few more 
to the fifiy years of slavery that he has known, and so 


make the evening of his life as miserable as were his 
youth and manhood. Yet, even this is not the worst, for 
his case is that of thousands, with this addition, that they 
are slaves to the last, and drag “lengthening ehsins” to 
their graves. It may be true, that most slaves ure eon- 
lent with their lot, which is not the least of the evils of 
slavery, butitis impossible to exaggerate the misery of 
ttose of their number who feel their degradation, and 
long for freedom. They experience sensations of facts 
transcending the powers of the most vivid imagination. 
As an old poet has said— 

“ He that aye has lived free, 

May not well know the misery, 

The wrath, the hate, the spite, and all, 

That's compass’d in the name of thrall.” 

But we can study the accounts we have Gf the mi-eries 
of those who have obtained this costliest kind of knowl- 
edge, and resoive to do our part to lessen the wrougs of 
ourbrethren. Few works are beuer ca!culated th: 





now before us to spread sound views ou the subject ot 
Slavery, as it deals directly with the foriunes of individu- 
ala, always more attractive themes with the mass oi 


mankind than the ablest arguments that can be directed 
against the evils of a system —Boston Traveller. 


The story is told with great simplicity, bet with much 
power and pathos. Whoever takes 1 up wili find it dotiieutt 
to lay it down until itis finished. The meiit of the work 
les in its narration of personal experience. The writer 
does not stop to argue about Slavery, and rarely to ex- 
claim against it as a gigantic system of wrong, bu! cou- 
tents himself with narrating his own experience while a 
slave, and the reader can make his own deductions. 
This is the way in which all such books should be writ- 
ten. Leave the reader to reason, to meralize—et the 
writer, the sufferer, tell his story! Asa very in‘eresting 
piece of self-history, this work has high merit, and, as a 
picture of American Slavery, higher suil.—Natione/ Era, 
Washington, D.C. 


If truth be not stranger than fiction, it is aseurediy 
wiser. A narrative of real experience, like the above, 
will have far more effect against Slavery than the inzeni 
ously wrought novel, however true to iife its piciures 
may be. ‘The tone of the book is calm, but serious as a 
solemn witness, whose business is to give the people 
truth. Such should be the object of a'l books on thi 





3 Su!)- 






ject. The time is past for reading them me for 
amusement and excitement’s sake. One peculisrity 
which we notice, is the entire absence of the nevro dia- 
lect. so profusely introduced in many works of this char- 
acter. Its simple dignity of at) le is far more worthy of 
ite oljee! than those grotesgue and artificial attemnp s at 


attractiveness.—American Baptist. 


Hese is a book of facts, stranger than fiction, and a 
thousand-fold more thrilling; # stmple tale of lite-long 
oppression, revealing truthfully the workings of the © pe- 
culiar institution” in ourecountry. To the story-loving, 
we would say, liere is a story worth reading.— Mission 
Record. 

It comprises the true history ofa slave's life. written in 
a plain, unpretending manner. On account of the abs: nce 
of all extravaganee und theory.itis one ef the best works 
of its clas3.—Courant, Clinton, Mass. 


This is an autobiography, written ina simpie, earnest, 
and iouching style. li will be read with deep interesi by 
very many, and wi'l make no converis to Slavery.—Chris 
tian Chronicle, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The narrative will be found deeply interesting to all 
who sympathize with the oppressed and down-trodden 
slave.—Christian Secretary, Hartford, Ct. 


This is the title of a volume containing the history of a 
slave at the South, who, after two or three escapes and 
recaptures, finally, when an old man, found freedom and 
rest in one of the Northern States, It has the painful in- 
terest of stories of this kind, and is simply and paihetical 
ly written.— Daily Advertiser, Boston, Mass. 


This work is said to be true in every particular. The 
language has been altered, but not the facts. The pic- 
ture is a vivid one, and shows how sed the condition ot 
the slave can be made by cruel, reckless, or even care- 
less masters. The separation of fumilies is one of the 
most revolting features of the institution.— Courant, Hart- 
ford, Ct. 


It is written in a simple and clear style, and the reader 
cannot fail to be deeply interested init. [tis well adapt 
ed to give a correct view of the lite of a slave.—Lrlig. 
Herald, Hartford, Ct, 


{It will be read with interest by those who are desirous 
of becoming acquainted with the hardships which a por- 
tion at least of the slaves atthe South are obliged to en- 
dure.—Standard, New Bedford, Mass. 





AGENTS, READ THIS! 
FIFTY YEARS IN CHAINS 


Will be sold by Travelling Agents, and we wish to se- 
cure one thorough Canvasser in each County in the Free 
States to engage in its sale immediately. There are sev 
eral reasons why this will be one of the beat books ever 
published for Agents; among others, because— 

11IT IS A BOOK OF FACTS, and the truth of the 
narrative can be vouched for by many respectable citi 
zens. 

2, Because, although a book of FACTS, it has all the 
exciting interest of Romance; and wioever commenres 
reading it at night will be oblivious of the flight of time, 
till, wacned by his expiring candle, he finds with surprise 
that the small hours of morning ure upon him. 

3 Because the book is beautiful'y printed and bound, 
asd is as large as the books that sell for $1.25; but as we 
mean to sell at least 

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND COPIES 
Through Travelling Agen's, we have determined to make 
the retail price only ONE DOLLAR. 

We have no hesitation in sayii g that active, enegetic 
men can easily clear from $50 to 81/0 per menth in the 
sale of this hook. Persons desuing an Ageney shoud 
make immediate application, in order to secure good 
Counties. ’ 

ju7 A SAMPLE COPY of the book will be sent hy 
mail, postage paid, on feceipt of the price. Send for » 
Sample Copy, and if you would like to engage in the 
sale of the book, we will send you our Private Circular 
to Agents, with terms, &. Address, : 

A. DAYTON, Pablisher, 
No. 29 Ann street, New York 


AYER’S CHERRY PEC! ORAL, 
FOR THE RAPID CURE OF 


Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, Influenza, Bronchitis, 
Whooping Cough, Croup, Asthma, 
Incipient Consumption. 

Through a trial of many years, aud through every 
nation of civilized men, Ayer’s Cherry Peetorai hus been 
found to afford more relief, and to cure more cases of pul- 
monary disease, than any other remedy known to man- 
kind. Cases of apparently setiied consumption have been 
eured by it, and thousands of sufferers who were deemed 
beyond the reach of human aid have been restored to 
their friends and usefulness, to sound healt and the en- 
joyment of life, by this all-powerful ai tido.e to diseases 
of the Jungs and throat. Here a cold had settled on the 
lungs. ‘The dry, hacking cough, the glassy eye, and the 
pale, thin, features of him who was lately lusty and 
strong, whisper to ell but him, Consumenion. He tries 
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everything; but the disease ic gnawing at his vit Is. and 
shows its fatal symptoms more and more over all his 
frame. He is taking the Cherry Pectoral now; it hes 


stopped his cough, and made his breathing easy; 18 
sleep is sound at night; his appetite returns, and with it 
his strength. The dart which pierced his side 18 broken. 
Scarcely any neighborhood can be found which has not 
some living trophy like this, to shaduw forth the virlucs 
which have won tor the Cherry Pectoral an imperishable 
renown, Butits usefulness does not end here. Nay, it 
aceomplishes more by prevention than cure. Phe count- 
less eolds and coughs which it cures are the s°e0 —- 
would have ripened into a dreadful harvest of ineurab e 
diseases, Influenza, Croup, Bronchitis, Hoarreness, Ple U- 
tisy, Whooping Cough, end all irritations ot 7 on ee 
and lungs are easily cured by the Cherry Y it ta - 
in season. Every family should have it by the m, and 
they will find it an invaluable protection fre m the r es 
ious prowler which carries of the parent snate ron 
many a flock. the dariing jamb from matey « Snes 7 ~ aa 

‘Authenticated evidence cf there facts, w! : Sire 7 ne 
for the treatment of each complaint, may i. ~ ys in 
Ayer’s American Almanac, ol which we aw ish turee 
millions, aud scatter them broadcast over the earth, in 
po eg i yw y have before them the 

ter that the sick everywhere may! fore t 
oie Druggists and dealers in medi- 


information it contains. giatis, and also 


: »nerally have them for distributor J 

prong oo remedies, prepared by Dr. J. Cs ay - 

Practical and Analytical Chemist, Lower, = 
y %. D. Gilman ashington, D.C, b. b 

a oe and by all dealers in medicine everyw here. 


TO NERVOUS SUFFERERS. 


‘I d to nealth in a 
[TIRED CLERGYMAN, restore th 
RE aeye, aftér. many years of great nervous outer. 
ing, is anxious to maké known the means of cure. j 








reo ; JOHN 
au (free) the prescription used, Direct the Rev 
M ng OSNALL, No. 186 Fylion street, Brooklyn, N.Y, 
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[CONTINUED FROM THE FIRST PaGE. | 

The President sent Governor Walker to the 
Territory with the promise, with the assu- 
rauce, that the people should vote —_ the 
Constitution. Governor Walker, in his letter of 
acceptance, says that he understands the Presi- 
dent and the Cabinet to be committed to that 
policy. Governor Walker went to the Territory, 
and in bis inaugaral address promised the 
ple that “unless the Convention submit the | 
stitution to the vote of all the actual resident 
vettlers of Kansas, and the election be fairly 
and justly conducted, the Constitution will be, 
and will ought to rejected by Congress.” 

What was the effect of these declarations on 
the people? The people said, “the census has 
not been taken; the registry has not been hon- 
esily made; we shall be cheated, if we go the 
polla to elect delegates to this Convention. We 
do not wish to commit ourselves, and then be 
cheated and defrauded. We will let them elect 
their delegates to the Convention, frame their 
Constitution; and when they submit it to us, we 
will vote it down.” That was the sentiment of 
the Free State men throughout the whole Ter- 
vitory, and all the evidence goes to show it. I 
kuow it to be so by my own personal experience 
ia that Territory. I know it to be the senti- 
went of the leading men and of the people. 

We are told by the President, that the reason 
why they did not vote was that they wanted to 
enforce their Topeka Constitution ; that the 
wanted to frame laws and establish their rebel- 
lious Government! Sir, they had a Convention 
on the 9:h of June, before the delegates were 
eiected to the Lecompton Convention, and they 
voted, with only one solitary exception, against 
putting the laws framed under the Topeka 
Constitution in force. The people intended 
nothing of this kind; but they decided to elect 
their officers under the Topeka Constitution, to 
keep that Government alive for protection in 
the last resort, and then resolved to go into the 

ctober election under protest. They went 
into the October election, and carried the 
Legislature and Delegate to Congress. 

Now, sir, I wish to call attention for a few 
moments to Governor Walker’s course in regard 
to the Uctober election frauds. The President 
quotes Governor Walker when he sustains his 
tacory, but he does not quote him when Gov- 
ernor Walker's testimony goes to show that the 
people of Kansas have been cheated and de- 
trauded. For promising that the people of the 
Territory should have the right to vote on their 
Constitution, Governor Walker was assailed in 
all the slave States. I think some Senators 
demanded that he should be removed. He was 
denounced throughout the Southern States by 
class of public men and by a class of public 
journals for having promised that the people of 
Kaneas should have a fair opportunity to vote 
for the adoption or rejection of the Lecompton 
Constitution. The Administration which gave 
him that assurance quailed beneath this denun- 
ciation from the slaveholding States. It changed 
its policy, abandoned Walker, and betrayed the 
people of Kansas. 

When the October election came on, there 
were stupendous frauds perpetrated at Oxford 
and in McGee county. These fraudulent votes, 
if counted, would have settled the character of 
the Territorial Legislature. Governor Walker 
could not give his sanction to those frauds. 
What did he do? He investigated the frauds 
at Oxford, and the frauds in McGee county, 
and threw out the fraudulent votes. For that 
act, for throwing out these palpable frauds, for 
throwing out the list made up out of the Cia- 
cinnati Directory, in which it is said Governor 
Chase’s name was included—for performing 
that act of justice, Governor Walker was assail- 
ed from one end of the Southern States to the 
other, by politicians and presses. Men who 
had sustained the invasion of the 30th of Marck, 
1855, of four thousand nine hundred men from 
Mizsouri; men who had refused to investigate 
those frauds; men who had upheld the laws 
enacted by the Territorial Legislature; men 
who had sustained the use of the army in the 
Territory, and all the acts which have trans- 
pired in that Territory—these men denounced 
Governor Walker for throwing out frauds that 
prevented them, as they thought, from consum- 
mating the iniquity of dragging Kansas into 
the Union as a slave State. 

We are told by the President that the people 
of Kansas have had a fair opportunity to vote 
oa the Slavery question. 1am surprised that 
the President ot the United States has s0 liitle 
regard for the intelligence of the Senate and 
the country, and for his own reputation, as to 
make a declaration of that character. The 
people of Kansas had a fair opportunity, ho 
tells us, to vote on the 21st of December last, 
for or against Slavery. Sir, they had no such 
opportunity; and the President of the United 
States, if he does not know it, ought to have 
known it. Both Constitutions were slave Con- 
stitutions. The slaves in the Territory, it wes 
declared by the Lecompton Conatitution, were 
property; and— 

“The right of propery in slaves now in the Territory 
shall in no manner be interfered with.” 

* No alteration shall be made to affcct the right of prop- 
erty in the ownership of slaves,” 

These provisions went into your Constitution 
with no Slavery! There are about three hun- 
dred slaves in the Territory of Kansas. This 
Constitution with no Slavery recognises the 
existence of the right of property in those 
slaves, and declares that in no manner shall 
that property be interfered with. In any pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution, we are 
told “ that no alteraticn shall be made to affect 
the right of property in the ownership of slaves,” 
That was the Constitution with no Slavery. 

Then we have the Constitution with Slavery ; 
and I assure Senators that I am as ready to 
have your Lecompton Constitution with Sla- 
very, as your Lecompton Constitution without 
Siavery. Your Constitution without Slavery 
recognised Slavery in the State, declared that 
it should never be interfered with, made it 
eternal. Such was the Constitution without 
Slavery. What a mockery is it to tell the 
people of Kansas that they had an opportunity 
to vote for or against making a slave State. 

But we are now told by the President that 
we can change this Constitution before 1864. 
I have no doubt of that. I believe the people 
have the right to change their Constitution 
when they please, and just how they please. 
But what security have we that the men who 
have been retreating for the last ten years from 
the Wilmot proviso, down to the doctrine 
that Slavery exists in the Territories by the 
Constitution of the United States, as much as 
it exists in Georgia or South Carolina—what 
security have we that the President of the 
United States, that the Congress of the United 
States, that the Supreme Court of the United 
States, will not declare that this constitutional 
provision cannot be changed, that it is of bind- 
ing force in the new State, and is the eternal 
law of that State, beyond thereach of the people? 
I know there are men in the country who have 
already proclaimed this to be true. You can 
find in the Southern presses the doctrine that 
the people have no right to change it. It is 
held to be a sacred contract of binding force 
forever. If the slave-drivers of the South put 
their foot down, and demand that this shall be 
the accepted doctrine of the Administration 
and the Pro-Slavery Democratic party, the 
Administration and the Pro-Slavery Democratic 
party, with oll the branches of authority, will 
acopt it as readily as they have adopted any of 
the monstrous heresies of the past. I have no 
faith in their promises or declarations. I know 
that this Administration came into being as 
the agent of the slave propagandists; that by 
them it lives, moves, and has its being; and 
Without their support it would perish in one 
hour. Whenever the slave power makes a de- 
mand on this Administration, or on the Pro- 
Slavery Democratic party, that demand I know 
is first resisted by a portion of them in the 
North, but they surrender in the end. Noman 
can maintain his manhood, and continue to en- 
joy the confidence of the Africanized Democ- 
racy of this age. 

If we had said, Mr. President, twelve years 
ago, that the Democratic party, which then, in 
both Houses of Congress, stood up here for the 
glorious doctrines of the Ordinance of 1787 
would have retreated from that doctrine, and 
come down, down to the doctrine that the Cor- 
stitution of the United States carries Slavery 
wherever it goes, all over the Territories; that 
wherever it goes, it carries chains and {fetterg 
for men—they would have justly regarded it as 
@ libel upon them. They have only got a step 

or two further to go. They have only got to 
declare—and they have raised the question in 
the judicial tribunals of the country—that they 
may take their slaves in ¢ransitu through the 
free States, and then come to the final doctrine 
enunciated in the Union a few days ago, thet 
these doctrines, legitimately carried out, would 
prevent the abolition of Slavery in the States 
by the State Constitutions. I believe they in 
tend to come to tkat,+'I believe the slate. 
holding interest wit: “Ultimately demand the 
sight, uct only to Cary the'r slaves into the Ter- 


stitution, that slaves are property, that property 
is above all Constitutions and all laws, and that 
you have no right, by constitutional action, 
or any other action, to abolish Slavery in the 
States. Then we shall be an Africanized Re- 
public. 

The Presidert tells us that the people of Kan- 
sas, on the 4th of January, by voting for the 
election of officers under the Lecompton Con- 
stitution, nised its validity. If the people 
of Kansas refuse to vote, they are denounced 
as rebels that have no rights, and they are held 
to be bound by the will of those who dovote. If 
they do vote, then they recognise the validity 
of this Constitution. The President will not 
be satisfied with their action, any way. The 
Legislature, finding that this Constitution was 
not to be submitted to the people, assembled, 
and summoned the people to the ballot-box, on 
the 4th of January, to give their votes for or 
against the Constitution. By the provisions of 
that Constitution, there was an election to take 
place on that day. The Free State men went 
to the ballot-box, and by from eleven to twelv» 
thousand votes, voted down that Constitution. 
They wanted to make another protest against 
it; and what were they todo? They could not 
vote against the Lecompton men for State and 
Legislative officers, without putting up men of 
their own, and electing those men over them. 


canvass to vote down that Constitution, and to 
vote down the men who supported it. This 
vote of the people of Kansas against these 
men, and for the election of Free State men, 
was an additional protest against your Lecomp- 
ton swindle; and it is a perversion of fact, a 
perversion of truth, a perversion of all that is 
just, for any man, be he President, Senator, or 
Representative, to charge that the people of 
Kansas, by voting for the election of officers, 
under the Constitution, intended in any way to 
give their sanction to it. These men went to 
the ballot-box, on the 4th of January, to blot 
out forever the Lecompton Constitution. They 
knew the people were against it by an over- 
whelming majority—of five or six toone. They 
meant to overthrow Calhoun and his corrupt 
minions in that Territory, who have violated 
law and justice, who have stained their names 
and lives by frauds and outrages. They meant 
not only to vote down the Constitution, but to 
crush out the men who were endeavoring to 
force it upon them. The only way to do that, 
was to elect men, pledged against the Constitu- 
tion, and who would come here, as they already 
have done, and ask you, ask Congress, ask the 
country, to reject it as a fraud on the people. 
Yet this act, proclaimed to the country and to 
the world, the President of the United States 
misrepresents and perverts. 

Sir, we have had enough of these petty quib- 
bles in Congress, without expecting them to 
come from the other end of the avenue. We 
have had the pleading of technicalities, all the 
little technicalities and specialties put in on a 
great question of public policy. All the out- 
rages in Kansas have been perpetrated under 
the color of law. Tyrants always rule under 
the color of law. Instead of asking ‘“ what is 
the opinion of the people? what do they 
want ?’—instead of ascertaining what the pub- 
lic will is, we have had Senators, Representa- 
tives, and now we have the President, quibbling 
on technicalities and forms, by which the sub- 
stance is to be lost to the people. 

We have the evidence of Governor Reeder, 
of Governor Geary, of Governor Stanton, in a 
paper recently published, and of Governor 
Walker, that outrages and frauds have, from 
time to time, been perpetrated in the Territory 
of Kansas. Now we have before u; the fruits of 
all these frauds and all those wrongs. Senators 
here object to their final consummation. The 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Dovcias,] who in- 
troduced the measure for the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise, who for four years has 
stood here, and before the country, as the 
champion, the acknowledged champion, of that 
poliey—a man who, during the struggles of 
the last three or four years, has led here, as he 
had aright to lead, the supporters of this policy 
in the Territory of Kansas and in the country, 
asks that these frauds shall not triumph ; that 
these wrongs shall not be finally consummated. 
He asks that the people of Kansas may have 
an opportunity to vote upon the Constitution, 

for or against, before admission into the Union ; 

and becanse he has paused now, because he 
simply asks that the people shall have the right 
to vote in framing a Constitution for their own 

government, he is denounced from one end of 
the countrv to the other, by the supporters of 
the policy indicated by the President in this 
message. He has not uttered a word or written 
a line endorsing the views that we on this side 
of the Chamber hold on the question of Sla- 
very; but because he now demands that the 
plighted faith of his party shall be redeemed, 
that the people shall have the right to vote on 
their own Constitution, he is hunted down in 
the Senate and in the ccuntry. Already he is 
branded in some sections of this Union asa 
Black Republican, or the ally of the Black 
Republicans. Black Republicanism seems now 
to be this: any man is a Black Republican 
who refuses to support the last iniquity, the 
last crowning act of infamy. No matter though 
his whole life has been devoted to the interests 
of Slavery, if he pauses now, if he refuses to 
allow Slavery to triumph by palpable frauds, 
he is to be crushed for that act, and to be read 
out of the Democratic party. 

The Governor of Virginia—that Governor 
who was ready to dissolve the Union in 1856 
if Fremont was elected, who was ready to call 
out his militia, and who boasted that they would 
“hew their bright way through all opposing 
legions” —has pronounced these acts in Kansas 
“ unveiled trickeries,”’ and “shameless frauds,” 
which the people of Virginia would scorn. For 
that declaration he is denounced in Virginia 
and throughout the country. You have had 
Reeder, Geary, Stanton, and Walker, sacri- 
ficed. Now you propose to sacrifice the dis’ 
tinguished Senator from Illinois, and the hard- 
ly lesa distinguished champion of the Pro-Sla- 
very Democracy of the O!d Dominion. You 
propose to drive everybcdy cut of this Admin- 
istration party who refuses to consummate this 
last iniquity, to make effective this last crime 
in the interests of Slavery. 

I hope, Mr. President, the motion I have 

made to instruct the Committee on Territories 
to investigate everything connected with the 
formation of the Constitution of Kansas, will 
be adopted by the Senate. If Senators are 
disposed now, at this time, with all these frauds, 
all these wrongs, before this nation, to investi- 
gate and be guided by the facts, the country 
will give them the credit of being actuated by 
a sense of justice. The ear cf this country is 
pained with the crimes and frauds that have 
been perpetrated in Kansas. No man, here or 
elsewhere, can doubt them for a moment. The 
voice of the people of Kansas comes here in a 
thousand ways, and asks us to reject the ap- 
plication, because it has been framed and car- 
ried through in violation of the public will. 
I say, then, that if we reject this proposition 
to instruct the committee to go into a full and 
thorough investigation, it will be understood in 
Kansas and in the country, and throughout the 
world, that the Senate of the United States 
sanctions the frauds by which a Constitution, 
made bya small and contemptible minority, 
under the lead of Government officiais, has 
been forced upon the people of Kansas, con- 
trary to the clearest expressions of the popular 
will, Ifthe Senate shall refuse to institute the 
most searching inquiry into all the matters 
concerning the formation of this Constitution, 
it will stand before the world, and go down to 
after ages, associated with the men who have, 
by violence and frand, forced the accursed sys- 
tem of Slavery upor a reluctant people. 








Remarks of Mr. Wilson, in Reply to Mr. Brown, 
of Mississippi, on the 4th of February, 1858. 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Miesiesippi has told the Senate and the 
country that he loves old wine better than old 
speeches. The Senator and myself differ in our 
tastes. I love old truths better than old wine. 
I was led to suppose, from the declaration of 





the Senator, that we were to have nothing 
old, stale, or threadbare, in his speech ; that we 
were to have something original, fresh, racy, 
brilliant—something that was to thrill the Sen 

ate, charm the gallaries, electrify the nation, 
and carry the Senator’s name all! over the coun- 
try, to receive the admiration and applause of 
the people. I have listened to his speech, to 
his declarations, to his assertions, to his itera- 
tion of old errors, oft refuted in this Chamber 
and in the other; and I am sorry to admit that 


- | [have heard nothing new, origival, or striking— 


nothing which the Senator might not have found 





in the old Speeches he 80 abominates. There 
is one declaration, however, which seems to me 


They nominated a ticket. They went sate thet | ration of Independence, the Constitution of the 


verts on this side of the Chamber. This modest 


“In every work regard the writer’s end, 

For none ¢an compass mere than they intend.” 
After listening to the Senator’s long and Ia- 
bored speech, I am sure that we shall all admit 
that he has not, in this case, compassed more 
than he intended. The Senator could hardly 
expect to win any converts on this side of the 
Chamber, to his principles or to his sentiments, 
by logic so often refuted, or by the iteration of 
palpable errors. 

The Senator assured us that he approved of 
the President’s message, but that he did not ex- 
pect us on this side of the Chamber to approve 
it. I did expect him to approve it, and Iam not 
disappointed; for the message 18 & complete 
and absolute public surrender, by the President 
of the United States, to the principles, the doc- 
trines, the policy, and the sentiments, of the 
slaveholding propagandists of this country—of 
men who are now, and have been during the 
past few years, pursuing @ policy looking to the 
ultimate triumph of the slaveholding interest in 
this country, or to the dissolution of this Repub- 
lic, and the establishment of a Southern Con- 
federacy, based on military principles. 

The Senator supposed, he tells us, that we 
would not endorse these doctrines, because we 
were sectionalists—we were the sectional Re- 
publican party! Sir, what principle have we 
avowed, that is not incorporated into the Decla- 


United States, and the grand old Ordinance of 
1787, which received the sanction of the framers 
of the Constitution, and the great national men 
ofthe Republic? What policy have we avowed, 
that has not received the sanction of Washing- 
ton, of Jefferson, and of the great men of the 
country, North and South? I say to-day that 
we have not avowed a principle, declared a pol- 
icy, or pronounced a sentiment, here or in the 
country, that has not received the sanction of 
the mightiest men of this Republic, from 1775 
up to within the last few years. We have de- 
clared everywhere that Freedom is national ; 
' that the doctrines of human rights underlie our 
free democratic institutions ; that all our insti- 
tutions grow out of the absolute recognition 
of the equal rights of all men. We have main- 
tained that in the Territories, under the national 
| authority, under the protecting folds of the 
national flag, Freedom and free institutions for 
all men go where the flag of the Republic 
goes. We have acknowledged that the system 
of Slavery is nothing but a municipal institu- 
tion, founded on State law, and limited to State 
lines. This was the doctrine of all the fathers 
of the Republic—of all the great statesmen 
who have associated their names with the lib- 
erty, honor, and renown, of the Republic. 

There was a time when these sentiments and 
Opinions were deemed national by the people 
of the country, and by the statesmen of the coun- 
try, North and South, Repudiated, spurned, 
proscribed now by the Senator from Mississippi 
and his political associates, the time is not far 
distant when these sentiments and opinions of 
the fathers will again animate and guide the 
sons. To that dawning future we calmly appeal 
from the verdict of the Senator from Mississippi 
and his slave extending compeers. 

Standing on these national doctrines, anima- 
ted by these ideas and sentiments, we have not 
assumed to control the slaveholding States of 
this Union. We have recognised State rights, 
but we have claimed authority to save the Ter- 
ritories of this Republic forever to free men and 
to free institutions. Do you call this sectional? 
If it is sectional, Washington, Jefferson, Madi- 
son, and Monroe—all the great men of the past— 
were sectionalists. This charge of sectionalism 
comes with an ill grace, especially from the 
Senator from Mississippi. Eight years ago, in 
the other House, when California had framed 
a Constitution which had received the sanction 
of her whole people, organized a State Govern- 
ment, and came here and asked for admission, 
the Senator from Mississippi promptly took 
the floor, and resisted her admission, because 
it would disturb the equilibrium between the 
free and slave States of this Union! 

Mr. BROWN. I have no objection to the 
Senator’s stating his position, but I do object 
to his giving my reasons for it. I would rather 
do that myself. I did object to the admission 
of California into the Union, and I did it because 
her Constitution was not formed through any 
legal agency proceeding from Congress or 
anywhere else; because the Convention which 
made the Constitution was assembled upon the 
motion of a military Governor, not authorized 
to exercise over the country even civil control. 
He appointed the time, place, and manner, of 
holding the electicn. I thought it an irregu- 
larity so gross as not to be overlooked. I 
thought that was very much like the Dorr case, 
or the Brigham Young case. 

Mr. WILSON. I will call the Senator’s atten- 
tion to one of his old speeches; and I com- 
mend him to the study of old speeches, espe- 
cially his own. I like my old speeches, because 
I always intend they shall be so sound in prin- 
ciple, correct in sentiment, and accurate in 
fact, that I can refer to them with safety. 

In the speech before me, the Senator from 
Mississippi, while he opposed the admission of 
California for the reasons he now states, op- 
posed it also avowedly on the ground that it 
would destroy the balance between the free and 
the slave States. This doctrine of the balance 
between the North and the South came from 
the brain of Mr. John ©. Calhoun. There is 
nothing national in it. It is a sectional ides, 
proclaimed in support of a sectional interest 
and a sectional institution. A balance between 
the North and the South! A balance between 
the seventeen millions of Northern freemen 
and the seven millions of Southern freemen! 
A balance between the minority and majority 
of the country! The whole doctrine is anti- 
democratic, is local, is sectional in all its as- 
pecis, and should be scouted from this Cham- 
ber and from this country, as a doctrine at war 
with our republican instituticns and our re- 
publican ideas. But, sir, to the old speech of 
the Senator from Mississippi, and I commend 
— to the reading of his old speeches. He 
said: 


“ What, Mr. Chairman, is to be the effect of admitting 
California in o the Union as a State? Independent, sir, 
of all the objections | have been peinting out, it will ef- 
fectually unhinge that sectional balance which has so long 
and happily existed between the two ends of the Union, and 
at once give to the North that dangerous preponderance 
in the Senate, which ambitious politicians } ave so e r- 
nestly desired. ‘The admission of one such State as Cal- 
ifornia opens the way for, #nd renders easy, the admission 
of another. The President already prompts New Mexico 
to a like course. The two will reach out their hands to 
a third, and they to a fourth, fifth, and sixth, ‘Thus pre- 
eedent follows precedent, with a Jocomotive velocity 
and power, until the North has the two-thirds required io 
change the Constitution. WHEN THIS IS DONE, THE Con- 
STITUTION WILL BE CHANGED. That public opinion, to 
which Senator Seward so significantly alludes, wili be 
seen, and its power will be feit; universal emancipation 
will become your rallying cry.” 

Here, sir, we have the declarations of the 
Senator from Mississippi, against the admission 
of the new State on the shores of the Pacific, 
because its admission would “ unhinge the sec- 
tional balance between the two ends of the 
Union!” Yet the Senator, with this old speech 
of his on the record, assumes to read lectures 
to me—to denounce me as a sectionalist. Can 
assurance go further? 

Sir, the Senator “ abominates old speeches,” 
but I must cali his attention to other avowals 
in this old speech of his: 

** My own opinion is this: that we should resist the in- 
troduction of California as a Siate, and resist it success- 
fully ; resis: it by our votes first, and lastly by other means. 
We can, at least, force an adjournment without her ad- 
miss on. ‘This being’ done, we are safe. The Southern 
States, in Convention at Nashville, will devise means for 
vindicating their rights.” 

That disunion Convention, which met, as Mr. 
Webster said, over the grave of Andrew Jack: 
son, were to settle it. The Senator who taunts 
me with being actuated by a sectional spirit, 
would throw California out of Congress, and 
appeal to the sectional, disunion Nashville Con- 
vention. This is a specimen of his nationality, 
and a fine specimen of nationality it is ! 

“TI do not know what these means till be, but I know 
what they may be, and with propriety and safety. They 
may be to carry slaves into all of Southern California, the 
property of sovereign States, and tnere hold them, as we 
have a right todo so; and if motested, defend them, as is 
both our right and duty. , 

“ We ask you to give us our rights by NoN-INTERVEN- 
TION; if you refuse, I am for taking them by armen occu- 
PATION.” 

Yes, sir, the Senator then was for keeping 
California out of the Union, going to a disunion 
sectional convention, and sending slaves to pop- 
ulate California, and defending them by force 
if the people there objected ! 

Now, the Senator says that I and those who 
act with me are eectionalists. I have referred 
to our principles and our policy, and I appeal 
to Senators on the other side of this Chamber 
to say if the Senators on this side, from the time 
they came here to this hour, have not, in all our 
legislation connected with the affairs of this 
country, looked over this broad land, and given 
our votes for your interests, for the interests of 
the South, as much as we have given them for 





the interests of the North? Senators, you know 
it! The records of the country prove it; and 


, ; : Sit te : Ps i feasions and admis- 
itori t they will de- to have something of originality about it. He | they contain, toc, your con 
—- poy ory mong ye So in tran: | told us that he did not expect to make any con- | sions that it is so. 
situ through all the States, and then to set up | ! : : a. 
the doctrine which we find in the Kansas Con- | avowal of his expectations brings to mind & 
; couplet of Pope’s, that we should 


But the Senator from Mississippi says our 
policy tends to build up two great interests in 
the country ; that we shall have a united North 
and a united South, and that this is to lead to 
a dissolution of the Union. The Senator now 
makes professions of devotion tothe Union. In 
the speech from which I have quoted, the Sen- 
ator says that, while we of the orth have been 
making professions of devotion to the Union— 
Pah wg Pang Syn Behe 
the value of the Union. ‘ Love for the Union will not keep 
us in the Union.’” 


He flippantly told us that they had “no fear” 
of the dissolution of the Union, and that the 
South could maintain its power. The whole 
tone, temper, and sentiment of the speech, look 
not to the support of the Union as our fathers 
made it, but to the triumph of a sectional 
Southern policy, to the expansion of Slavery, to 
the domination of the Slave Power, or to the 
ultimate overthrow of the Government of this 
country. ' 

I think there will soon be a general union in 
the North, as there is now in the South. We 
are fast coming to it; and let me tell the Sen- 
ators on the Administration side of this Cham- 
ber, that if they consummate, if they support— 
whether they succeed or fail—the bringing of 
Kansas into the Union under the Lecompton 
Constitution, with a knowledge of all these 
monstrous frauds scattered over the land, com- 
prehended by the whole couutry, they will do 
more to unite all honest, liberty-loving, God- 
fearing men in the North, than has been accom- 
plished by any act ever adopted by this Gov- 
ernment. Your Kansas-Nebraska policy of 
1854 shivered to atoms that great Whig party 
which had battled, sometimes successfully, for 
power here, under the lead of some of the most 
accomplished statesmen of the country. An- 
other party sprang up—the American party. It 
paused, it faltered, and it went down under the 
general judgment of the people of the free 
States. The Republican party rose in one year 
from a few thousand men, and gave at the last 
Presidential election one million three hundred 
and forty thousand votes. It came much uear- 
er than you wisked it to do, taking the control of 
this Government—of this country. Goon, gen- 
tlemen of the slaveholding States, in your 
avowed policy of Slavery expansion and Slavery 
supremacy, by forcing Kansas into the Union 
under the Lecempton Constitution, against the 
known will of the people of that Territory, and 
their earnest appeals to your sense of justice, 
truth, and honor, and you will arouse the peo- 
ple of the North, already deeply incensed by 
your policy, by the violence and frauds your 
creatures have perpetrated in Kansas, to rise in 
the majesty of conscious power, thrust your 
subservient allies from power, take the Govern- 
ment, and overthrow forever you and your pol- 
icy. I tell you here to-day, that your support of 
this gigantic crime against the liberties of the 
people of Kansas is bringing upon you the con- 
demnation of the country and the world, 

Sir, the people of the free States now com- 
prebend your policy, and your purposes of Sla- 
very expansion and Slavery domination, and 
they are preparing to baffle and defeat you. 
They will triumph. Doubt it not. The opin- 
ions they entertain, the policy they avow, the 
sentiments which swell their bosoms, are deep- 
ening and spreadiog sil over this land. Those 
opinions and sentiments will unite the North- 
ern people. They will spread over the slave 
line as they have done, for they have gone into 
Missouri; they have brought into the other 
House one of the ablest and most accomplished 
members of that hody, from the Southern State 
of Misscuri. Sir, they are to pass over South- 
ern lines. These sentiments and opinions can- 
not be hemmed in by lines of latitude or of 
longitude. They will yet be adopted by fair- 
minded and honorable men everywhere, who 
love their country, who love justice and liberty ; 
and whenever anybody shall raise the black 
flag of Slavery and disunion in the South, he 
will find, leaping from the ranks of the people, 
thousands of patriotic men who will stand by 
this Government and defend it. 

The Senator from Mississippi tells us that the 
first troubles in Kansas grew out of the forma- 
tion of the Emigrant Aid Society. That Socie- 
ty, he tells us, came from a secret Congressional 
organization. The Senator is mistaken in his 
facts. The secret Congressional circular to 
which he refers was issued in the summer days, 
after the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. 
Tha hill incorporating the Emigrant Aid Sani- 
ety was iniroduced iuto the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts in March, 1854—more than sixty 
days before your Kansas-Nebraska act passed. 
It passed the Legislature of the Siate, and re- 
ceived the sanction of the Governor, in April— 
forty days before the Kansas-Nebraska act 
passed Congress. Instead of this secret circu- 
lar being the father of the emigration move- 
ment, you might turn it around the other way, 
and say the emigration movement created this 
secret Congressional movement. The Senator 
ia mistaken in this assertion. I commend him 
to the study of old facts. 

Then the Senator dwells on the fact that the 
Emigrart Aid Company was incorporated with 
a capital of $5,000,000, only $20,000 of which 
could be used in the State. Does not the Sen- 
ator know that the Emigrant Aid Society was 
never organized under that act at all? No or- 
ganization under it took place, but the corpora- 
tors went to the next Legislature, and got a 
new charier, with a capital of $1,000,000. 
That $1,000,000 of capitai is mostly on paper. 
The company have a capital of $110,000 paid 
in, and it has been invested mostly in mills, 
churches, school-houses, and lands. They never, 
from the days of their organization to this hour, 
sent 8 man into the Territory of Kansas—not 
one; no sir, not one to vote. They have sent 
no arms into the Territory; theirs has been a 
mission of pesceful industry. I tell the Sena- 
tor here now, that this company organized em 
igration; that it reduced the expenses of going 
there thirty or forty per cent.; and that is all 
it did. They have never asked whether a man 
was for or against Slavery. The firet company 
that went to the Territory got there on the 5th 
day of August, 1854. It was a company of 
thirty men, who started for the Territory under 
the auspices of Mr. Thayer, now a member o 
the House, and who originated the movement. 
During the autumn of 1854, a few hundred 
persons availed themselves of this organization 
to go to the Territory, as emigrants, to live 
there, 

The Senator from Mississippi tells us that 
the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Dovcxas] char- 
gel that they committed misdeeds on going 
there. We denied it then. He did not prove 
it. Those who make charges of that kind 
against men are bound to prove those charges 
true. These men are presumed to be innocent 
until they are shown to be guilty. I say there 
is not evidence before this country that any 
man who went there under the auspices of the 
Emigrant Aid Society, ever performed any ille- 
gal act on his way there, or in that Territory. 
They were as law-abiding, upright, coneeien- 
tious men, as cau be found in any part of New 
England, or of this country. ‘They were the 
picked men of New England. Those emigrants 
who went out under the auspices of that Emi- 
grant Aid Society averaged betier than the 
people who remained at home. They were the 
intelligent, upright, law-abiding young men of 
Massachusetts and of New Englaud. From 
the time they went there to this moment, you 
can find no record, in or cut of the Territory, 
that they have violated laws of the United 

tates—that they have ever committed any 
offence, or ever been arrested or punished for 
any offence. They stand befcre the country as 
those old Pilgrim Fathers stood, who landed 
at Plymouth in 1620, and they are animated 
and guided by as elevated motives and as lofty 
aims and purposes. 

Bat the Senator from Mississippi would have 
us understand that those “irregularities,” as 
he mildly designates the violence and frauds 
which transpired in that Territory in regard to 
the election of 1855, were brought on by these 
men. Does not the Senator from Mississippi 
know—if.he does not know it, he ought to know 
it—that the House of Representatives sent a 
commission to that Territory ; that they thor- 
oughly investigated the whole subject; that 
they examined the names of the two thousand 
nine hundred voters residing in the Territory ; 
that they found how many of those men voted; 
that they saw on the poill-books the names ot 
four thousand nine hundred men who went 
there from Missouri; that there is no mistake 
about these Missourians voting on the 30th of 
March, 1855; that this fact is as clear as mathe- 
matical demonstration? Senators may smile; 
but this fact has been proved, absolutely proved, 
and no man can deny it. This fact is also 
proved: that from the closing of navigation, in 
the autumn of 1854, up to the day of election, 
on March 30th, 1855, there went into that Ter- 
ritory but one hundred and sixty-six men, 





women, and children, under the auspices of the 





Emigrant Aid Soc. y. Ninety-seven of these 
were men, and thirty-seven only of all of them 
voted at that election. Thirty-seven men, un- 


der the auspices of the Emigrant Aid Society, 
From the time of the or. | 


voted on that day. 
ganization of that society up to this hour, no 
men have gone out under its auspices to vote. 
Those persons under the auspices of the Emi- 
grant Aid Society went to the Territory emi- 
grants, and not for the purpose of voting. 

The Senator from Mississippi seems to think 
there was nothing very wrong in the election of 
the 30th of Murch. Why, sie, it has been 
proved that only fourteen hundred actual resi- 
dents of the Territory voted, that over seven 
hundred of them voted for Free State men, and 
that the Free State men had a majority of six- 
teen out of eighteen districts of the actual 
voters. Even the town of Lawrence gave eight 
or nine hundred votes! They were cast mostly 
by the Slave State men who went there from 
Missouri. There were but two or three Slave 
State men in that city; one was the Postmaster, 
but he could not go for these crimes, and the 
Administration found it out, and turned him 
out of office. These facts stand on the records ; 
they have been proved to the country. They 
were first denied, then apologized for. These 
frauds did take place, and they vitiated every- 
thing in the Territory from that time to this ; 
they have been the prolific source of all the 
strifes which have marked the history of the 
Territory. 

The Free State men, overborne by this inva- 
sion, felt that their rights had been taken from 
them, that they were outraged; they saw that a 
Government was organized which put them all 
under the ban—a Government that required a 
test oath. They saw a Government organized 
by fraud, and sustained by force; they saw they 
had no power; that they were as absolutely 
powerless as were the people of the tyrant of 
Naples. The doctrines of the fathers had taught 
them that the people were the source of power ; 
that, in the language of Alexander Hamilton, 
“the streams of power came from the pure, orig- 
inal fountain of the people.” They believed, 
with Mr. Jefferson, that the “ majority had a 
right to depute delegates to a Cunvention, and 
to make a Constitution for themselves.” They 
believed in your Kansas-Nebraska act, and I sup- 
pose they were the only people in America who 
had any abiding faith in it; for it appears that 
the Senator from Mississippi aud most of his as- 
sociates have none, and I do not know any- 
body on this eide of the Chamber that was ever 
deceived about that act. They, by an act of 
original inherent sovereignty, called a Conven- 
tion; they framed a Constitution; they had it 
endorsed ; they have been denounced as rebels 
for that act, and for passing laws enough to 
keep up the organization, so that if they were 
ever driven to it, they might use that organiza- 
tion to defend their lives, their liberty, and their 
property. They have never attempted to enforce 
one of those laws, and yet the Senator from 
Mississippi denounces their acta as rebellion | 
Rebellion! Why, sir, did Michizan rebel in 
1836? Did not her people establish a Govern- 
ment? Did they not drive out, or rather turn 
out, by the expression of the popular will, the 
Governor sent there by Andrew Jackson? Did 
not Audrew Jackson sustain them? And did 
not James Buchanan, in this Chamber, defend 
them? Did he call it rebellion then? The 
people of the State of California formed a Con- 
stitution without authority. Were they rebels? 
Minnesota has framed a Constitution with your 
leave. She is framing laws under this Consti- 
tution, before her admission into the Union. 
Are her people rebels? This charge of rebellion 
against the people of Kansas has nothing of 
truth in it. It is a libel, a slander, come from 
what source it may. 

The Senator tells us that the people ordered 
this Constitutional Convention. The first Leg- 
islature, chosen by the men from Missouri, 
passed a law that in October, 1856, the sense 
of the people shculd be taken. In October, 
1856, a vote was taken, and about two thousand 
three hundred men voted on that occasion. 
On the day on which the vote was taken, laws 
were on the statute-book, requiring a test oath, 
an oath to support the hideous fugivive slave 
law; and no man of principle or honor would 
take that revolting and degrading oath, so none 
could vote. Do you suppose that liberty-loving, 
God-fearing men, would take that infamous 
oath? Then every ballot-box was in the hands 
of men appointed by this Territcrial Legisla- 
ture. The people had been to the polls once, 
and they met an armed invasion; they were 
chented, overborne, and defrauded. Laws had 
beer}. passed, requiring this test oath to he taken, 
and taxes to be paid, and the voters were to be 
given into the hands of men who had cheated 
and rebbed them of their rights. Of course, 
the people of the Territory did not vote. They 
would have been craven spirits if they had 
voted. 

Then, Mr. President, the Legislature assem 
bled, January, 1857, and they passed an act 
calling a Convention. If Senstors will exam- 
ine this act, they will find that it was intended 
to cut off the spring emigration into the Terri- 
tory. They knew they had possession of the 
Government, and that they could control the 
Territory, and shape its future. They refused 
to provide for the submission of the Constitu- 
tion to the people; and Governor Geary tells 
us that, when he said to these men, “I will sign 
this bill if you will submit the Constitution to 
the people,” they said they had been advised 
by their Southern friends, not to submit it to 
the people, because, if they did not, it would 
eecure Kansas as @ slave State. Sir, this with- 
holding the Constitution from the people is a 
part of the plan originally adopted to defraud 
the people, to baffle their will, and to force upon 
them a loathed and abhored institution. 

Who were to take the census? Who were to 
register the voters? The officials appointed 
under this Territorial bogus Legislatare—yes, 
sir, bogus in every sense—were to take the 
census and register the voters. Governor Stan- 
ton and Governor Walker tell us that in nine- 
teen counties no census was taken, and in fif- 
teen counties no registration. There was a 
paper read the other day, headed by Henry 
Clay Pate, undertaking to get over the force of 
that charge. I have examined this paper, 
signed by Henry Clay Pate, and in eleven lines 
there are twelve absolute lies, and the law book 
of the Territory shows it. Do not Senators 
know that in some of these counties there was 
a large population, that they gave more votes 
at the October election than were given for 
the election of delegates to the Constitutional 
Convention in June? 

The Senator from Mississippi thinks this can- 
not be true, and he quotes the appeals of Gov- 
ernor Walker when he first went into Territory, 
against Governor Walker after he had spent 
months in the Territory. He went there as 
Saul went to Tarsus—he did not understand 
the affairs of that Territory. Mr. Stanton is 
frank enough in the admirable address he has 
just published to the people of the United 
States—an address marked by truth, by candor, 
and by everything that should win for him the 
respect of fair-minded men—to declare that 
when he went to that Territory he did not 
understand its affairs. The honorable Senator 
from Missiasippi would display more fairness if 
he would quote to us the words of Governor 
Walker after months of residence in the Terri- 
tory had made him familiar with the condition 
of affairs. The time and conditions fixed upon 
by the Legislature were intended to cut off the 
population that would pour into the Territory 
from March to the third Monday of June. The 
machinery and the carrying into effect the 
whole arrangement were intended expressly to 
take possession of that Territory, and make it a 
slave State. 

Mr. PUGH. Will the Senatcr allow me to 
make a suggestion ? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. PUGH. I understand the Senator com- 
plains of the Convention act of 1857, because 
it was designed to cut off the spring emigration 
of that year. Am I right in that? 

Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PUGH. Then why does the Senator 
complain that the spring emigration of 1855 
voted? It is as long as it is broad. 

Mr. WILSON. I will state the difference. 
This act provided for taking the census; and I 
think it was to be closed in April. Then 
the names were to be placed in the hands of of- 
ficials, who were to make up the registration. 
This was to be done early in May ; a residence of 
six months was required, to entitle a man to 
vote. It cut off the thousands who went there 
as actual residents in March, April, May, and 
the first three weeks of June—men who were 
to cast their fortunes in that Territory. The 
four thousand nine hundred men who went 
over from Missouri in 1855, went back the next 
day; marched back with banners and music ; 
they were not, and did not intend to be, residents. 
That is the difference. I hope the Senator 
from Ohio sees it. I complain that the men 
who go there to live are cut off. I do not com- 
plain that the men who go there to vote should 





be cut off, whether they go from the North or 


the South. 

The Senator from Miasiszippi quotes Governor 
Walker, as saying, on the 27ta of July, that 
there wes no longer any fear of invasion from 
Missouri, and the peop!e could vote. Here is 
another of the Senator’s inaccurate statements. 
The people elected delegates on the third Mon- 
day in June, and this letter was written on the 
27th of July. The Senator from Mississippi 
ought to be a little more accurate in his facts, 
and I commend him to the study of old epeech- 
es, to listen to old speeches with patience, until 
he is better posted in his facts. Gov. Walker in 
this letter has reference tothe October election, 
to the Legislature under the Territorial laws, 
and not the election of delegates to the Conven- 
tion. The people voted in October. In their 9th 
of June Convention, before the delegates were 
elected, the pr ople assembled in the largest Con- 
vention ever held in Kansas; they discussed the 
questions connected with the interests of the 
Territory for two days, and voted with only one 
exception to go into the October election. 
They voted to elect their officers under the 
Topeka Constitution in the first week of August. 
They did elect officers under the Topeka Con- 
stitution, and they went into the Territorial 
election in October, and carried that election 


0. 

But the Senator from Mississippi has great 
doubts about frauds. Does he not know that 
the people were nearly being cheated out of 
their Legislature? If Governor Walker had 
not assumed the responsibility of throwing out 
some fraudulent votes, the people, who tri- 
umphed by five thousand majority, would have 
been cheated out of the Legislature. The 
frauds at Kickapoo, at Oxford, and in McGee 
county, if allowed to pass uncorrected, would 
have lost them the Legislature. Governor 
Walker saw that these frauds were so great 
that he must reject them, and he did reject the 
McGee avd the Oxford frauds. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. He rejected them for in- 
formality. 

Mr. WILSON. He rejected them, as the Sen- 
ator from Maine suggests, for informality ; but 
he went down to Oxford and found “ six houses” 
and only a few people there. He found that 
over fifteen hundred fraudulent votes had been 
returned, and he threw out the returns. 

In answer to a question of the Sexator from 
New Hampshire, the Senator from Mississippi 
said there might be occasion to go behind the 
instrument, and investigate the frauds. Now, 
what are the charges? That there were frauds 
in the elections of the 21st of December and 
4th of January, everybody knows. The Con- 
vention which framed the Lecomp‘on Conatitu- 
tion was elected in June. It met, and adjourn- 
ed to a period after the October election. When 
they saw that the Legislature of the Territory 
was taken possession of by the Free State men, 
they changed their tactics. It is true, as the 
Senator from Mississippi tells us, that meetings 
were got up, asking Calhoun and his associates 
not to submit the Constitution to the people. 
Calhoun and those men had pledged themselves 
to do it. On the demand of the President, on 
the promise of Governor Walker, and the dec- 
larations of the Washington Union, they had 
promised the people of Kansas that they would 
submit the Constitution to the people. They 
provided for its submission in such a way that 
Governor Walker could not correct frauds, as 
he had done in the case of Oxford and McGee 
county, and so that Calhoun could have the 
matter in his hands—a man who would not 
ouly permit the frauds, but, if necessary, make 
the frauds himself. He was just the man to 
do it; for God never allowed to walk the green 
earth any man who more richly deserves to die 
a traitor’s death, and leave a traitor’s name, 
than John Calhoun. 

Mr. GREEN. Say it to his face. 

Mr. WILSON. I have said it here, and it 
goes on the record. I have no fear of the tools 
of border ruffianism in Washington or in Kun- 
sas. I am able to take care of myself. I will 
try to do so, at any rate. Sir, this John Cal- 
houn has cheated and defrauded the people of 
Kansas out of their sacred rights. He has com- 
mitted a crime against the liberties of the peo- 
ple, which will associate his name with tyran 1y 
and tyrants, while the history of Kansas shall be 
read and remembered by mankind. 

The Senator from Mississippi justifies the 
refusal to submit the Constitution. Why, sir, 
it has been the policy in all the States to ascer- 
tain the popular will by submitting Constitu- 
tions to the people, to ascertain the populer 
will, These men knew that, if they submitted 
the Constituiiun tu the people, it would be vo- 
ted down, four or five to one. The Presiden: 
says they would have voted it down, because 
they did not like the source from which it em- 
anated. What business was it to John Calhoun, 
or to that Convention, or to the President of the 
United States, whether the people of Kansas 
would vote down the Constitution or not? That 
was their business. It does not belong to the 
President or his Cabinet to pronounce on their 
motives for doing it. It is an insult to a free 
people to talk to them in this language, wheth- 
er it comes from the Executive mansion or that 
class of men who formed the Convention that 
assembled in Kaneas. 

The Senator repeats the declaration of the 
Executive, that the peeple had an opportunity 
to vote on the question of making Kansas a 
free or slave State. The vote was taken on 
that provision of the Constitution, whether 
Kansas should be a slave State, with the elave 
trade, or whether Kansas should be a slave 
State, without the slave trade. That was the 
whole of it. Kansas was to be a slave State 
anyhow. In orderto make it a slave State, 
without the slave trade, the voter had to vote 
for the Constitution. No one could vote against 
it. It was one of the most stupendous insults 
to a free people, that a body of usurpers 
ever offered. They took their votes. They 
have returned six thousand seven hundred votes 
at that election—thirteen hundred down at-this 
little township of Oxford. The town of Kicka- 
poo gave nearly eleven hundred votes—a town 
that cannot have legally more than four hun- 
dred voters. Four or five towns make up 
three thousand fraudulent votes given on that 
day. No man, who knows anything of Kansas, 
believes that there were more than twenty-five 
hundred, at the utmost, legal votes given in 
Kansas on that Constitution. Sir, Secretary 
Stanton tells us, in his address to the American 
people, that enormous frauds have been perpe- 
trated at the precincts of Oxford, Shawnee, and 
Kickapoo; and it may well be believed that 
this result was actually designed by the artful 
leaders, who devised the plan and framework 
of the Lecompton Constitution. 

Sir, the Legislature have appointed commis- 
sioners to investigate the alleged frauds at 
Kickapoo and some other precints. The evi- 
dence already taken before the commissioner 
proves beyond all question that enormous frauds 
have been perpetrated. John C. Vaughn, a 
gentleman not wholly unknown to the country, 
testifies that he went to the polls with Thomas 
Ewing, jr., son of the distinguished Ohio states- 
man. When he arrived at the polls, at a quar- 
ter past four o’clock, the officers informed him 
that ‘* 467 votes had been polled.” ‘ Double 
voting,” he says,“ was barefaced, so barefaced 
that the judges inside and the bystanders out- 
side could not help seeing it.” 

More than one thousand votes were returned 
by the officers, and this, too, in a place where 
the oldest residents testify before the commis- 
sioners that there are not over three hundred 
and fifty voters. Mr. Joseph Cornell, a Depu- 
ty United States Marshal, testifies that the polls 
were early surrounded by about “one hundred 
men and boys, armed with hickory clubs two 
and a half feet long’”—that some of them 
threatened “to shoot the first man who chal- 
lenged a voter ’—that he went to Capt. Brown, 
and made in writing a demand for troops “ to 
protect the polls "— that he agreed to do it, 
but after holding a private conversation with 
Gen. Whitfield, he declined to do so”—that 
“Mr, Ewing took his dispatch to Gen. Harney, 
and Harney sent orders to Brown to obey his 
commands, but it was then four o’clock, and too 
late to be of service.” This U. 8. Deputy 
Marshal testifies that he “ saw one man vote 
three times within twenty minutes ”—that “ he 
went up to vote seven times ’—that he chal- 
lenged him three times, but he got in four 
votes. He also testifies that he saw others vote 
two and three times. Mr. William W. Galla- 
ger testifies to seeing one man “ hand in six tick- 
ets, one at a time, before he left the window.” 

The Cincinnati Times publishes a letter in 
regard to this investigation; and I wish to call 
the attention of Senators to it, eepecially the 
Senator from Missouri. The St. Louis Demo- 
crat makes an abstract of this correspondence. 


“On the original poll book of the vote on the Constitu- 
tion, December 21, 1857, which book 1s now on file in the 
county recorder’s office in Leavenworth, it was discover- 
ed that James Buchanan, President of the United States, 
cast the two hundred and seventieth vote.” 


Mr. SEWARD. What day was that? 
Mr. WILSON. On the 21st of December. 
Mr. GREEN. For or against Slavery ? 





Sa 


Mr. WILSON. “For the Conatituton with 
Slavery,” of course. The Senator need give 
himeelf no anxiety about what vote James Bu- 
chanan would give, in Kansas or out of it. I 
wish the President would go to Kansas. He 
has sent out his Governors there, and they went 
48 meén sent out of old, to curse the people, and 
they come back blessing the people. If the 
President could be there a few weeks, he would 
become a wiser and better man. Instead of de- 
nouncing these people as rebels, I think he 
would come back and say that he had found a 
people loving liberty, law, and order, who had 
been oppressed by a class of his corrupt and 
unprincipled officials, 


“ Next on the list of distinguished names appears, as 


the two hundred and seventy- i 
Seward, of New York.” ee Bey en 


They do not say how William H. Seward 
voted on that day, but we all know how William 
= Seward would have voted, if he had been 

ere. 


“393d. Thomas F. Marshall, of Kentucky. 714th. G. 


W, Brown, editor Herald of F 5 
C. Fremont ” oumeet’ a a aoe 


Mr. GREEN. How did he vote? 

Mr. WILSON. The record does not state how 
any of them voted except Buchanan. 

_At the 4th of January election, Delaware 
Crossing gave, it is said, forty-three votes. 
These votes had not got in when Governor 
Denver, and Mr. Deitzler, and Mr. Babcock, 
counted the votes. It now turns out that the 
returns have come in from that Crossing, where 
forty-three votes were given, and they have re- 
turned three hundred and forty-nine for the 
slave ticket, and that ticket is elected by that 
vote—being eight Representatives from Leav- 
enworth district, and three Senators, making a 
change of six in the Senate and sixteen in the 
House, changing the whole political complex- 
ion of the State. 

Sir, this infamous fraud, by which the people 
of Kansas were defrauded of their rights—by 
which the Pro-Slavery State and Legislative 
tickets have triumphed, is fixed, beyond all 
doubt, upon John Calhoun and his abhorred 
compeers. James C. Grinier and Isaac Mun- 
dee, two of the jadges, testify that forty-three 
votes were given—all Demccrates votes—that 
is, all Pro-Slavery votes, for Democratic votes 
and Pro-Slavery votes are one and the same in 
Kansas, as they are getting to be all over the 
country. They testify that these votes were 
placed in a box, and delivered to John D. 
Henderson, to be delivered at Leavenworth, to 
Mr. Oliver Diefendorf, a commissioner appoint- 
ed by John Calhoun, his brother-in-law. Hen- 
derson testifies that he left Delaware Crossing 
that night at eleven o’clock, and that he placed 
tke box containing the votes in Diefendorf’s 
handa about noon on the Sth. He testifies 
that “six days after he gave the returns to 
Diefendorf, he asked him if he had sent them 
to Calhoun, and he eaid he had.” By this tes- 
timony of John D. Henderson, these returns 
were made to Calhoun before the 11th of Jan- 
uary. On the 14th of January, the returns of 
the election of the 4th were counted at Le- 
compton. Governor Denver, and the President 
of the Council, and the Speaker of the House, 
were invited to be present. Henderson was 
then at Lawrence, a prisoner, charged with 
altering these returns. Colonel J. H. Noteware, 
recently from Chicago, now of Kansas, a gen- 
tleman with whom I travelled several days last 
May in the Territory, testifies that he went to 
Lecompton on the day the votes were counted ; 
that before he left Lawrence, Henderson sent 
by him a message to Calhoun “not to count 
the votes uniil he could eee him;” and that he 
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is the record—explain it, disprove it, ; 
can—but do not suppose that 'eomeetend de 
nials will do. Sir, I tell the Senator, here oh 
now, that no man shall brand me ag & calum 
niator when I refer to that record, | etand 
upon that unimpeached record of the fraud 
and violence of lawless ruffisnism, and [ tel] 
the Senator that I shall not be intimidated 5 
threats, here or elsewhere. ’ 
_ The Senator says, that when I referred to the 
investigation at Kickapoo, I knew that Jam 
Buchanan and William H. Seward did ve 
vote in the Territory of Kansas. Of course 7 
knew it. There were over one thousand vote 
returned as cast on the 2lst of December a 
Kickapoo. The Senator intimates that Black 
Republicans gave these names, Gir Black 
Republicans did not vote on that day, and th 
Senator ought to haveknownit. He did lene 
it, and knowing it, he makes the declaratio 
that Black Republicans had given in thon 
names. The votes on that day were Proj, 
very votes. Republicans were not there to 
give the name of any man. 
Sir, the Senator denies all the accumulated 
evidences of fraud in Kansas. He saw no ev. 
idences of fraud in the documents before us 
Are we to have no other evidence on which 
we are to act as public men, than what we 
gather from the Executive documents? Sir 
the tree of knowledge does not grow in the Ex. 
ecutive garden. I wish it did; if it were go, we 
should not have such documents as we have 
before us. Our knowledge is net limited to 
Executive documents, or to the evidences far. 
nished by Executive agents in that Territorr 
There is some little intelligence outside of the 
councils of the Executive and his tools in Kan. 


The Senator from Missouri objects to these 
declarations of frauds being made. Is it not 
admitted that frauds have taken place in Kan. 
sas? How isitin Oxford? Did not Govern. 
or Walker prove that fifteen hundred frand. 
ulent votes were given there in October act? 
Mr. PUGH. What is proved? 

Mr. WILSON. That there were frauds at 
Oxford in the October election. 

Mr. PUGH. How do you know it ? 

Mr. WILSON. Gov. Walker and Secretary 
Stanton examined the facts, and stated then 
to the country. The returns were thrown out 
as fraudulent. Is nct this evidence conclusive? 
The public press states the facts; the people 
there state the facts. That town gave sixteen 
hundred votes in October, and thirteen hundred 
on the 21st of December. I say the simple 
statement of the fact shows that there must he 
fraud. The Senator from Missouri knows it 
must be a fraud. 

Mr. GREEN. I know exactly the contrary; 
and can give an explanation which will be cat. 
isfactory to the Senate. 

Mr. WILSON. Will you do it now ? 

Mr. GREEN. I will do it when you refer 
that subject to the committee of which I am 4 
member. 

Mr. WILSON. We will refer it to you, aud 
I want you to give us the facts. 

Mr. GREEN. I will do it. 

Mr. WILSON. It is koown that there are 
not over one hundred and thirty voters in ths 
piace. Governor Walker states that ke found 
there “ six houses and no tavern,” and this lit. 
tle place gave fifteen hundred votes on the 
second day of the election in October, although 
the inhabitants told Gov. Walker that only 
about fifty persons were at the meeting that 
day. These votes in October must have been 
fraudulent, and so must have been the vote in 
December. 





requested him to ask Governor Denver “ to urge 
Cathoun not to open the returns of that pre- 
cinct until he bad seen him.” Although these 
returns were delivered to Diefendorf on the 5th 
of January, and he told Henderson before the 
llth that he had delivered them to Calhoun, 
they were not counted on the 14th; and Cal- 
houn stated, says Colonel Noteware, that “they 
had not been received, and that he should hold 
the matter cpen until he heard from that pre- 
cinct, before he declared the result of that 
county.” Thus, by deception, falsehood, and 
by fraud, the people of Kansas have been de- 
ceived, betrayed, and defrauded, by men who 
deserve a felon’s doom. 

The frauds in Kansas are patent to the whole 
country ; nobody doubts them. There is not 
an intelligent man in America ‘who doubts 
them. Secretary Stanton well says—and I com- 
mend his words to Senators, who raise doubts 
concerning these frauds—“ The frauds commit- 
ted are notorious; and though dishonest per- 
sons may deny them, and fill the channels of 
public information with shameless representa 
tious to the contrary, they can be easily estab- 
lished beyond all controversy.” 

Sir, why is it, when these charges have gone 
over this country, that the President of the 
United States, against the protests of some of 
the ablest and best men of his party, in this 
body and in the other House ; againat the voice 
of the press of his party, in the Northwest; 
against the intelligence that comes flashing 
over the wires and by mail, by presses, and by 
Istters from all quarters of the Union, eends 
in this meseage, misrepresenting, misstating 
the affairs in Kansas, and pressing its prompt 
admission? Why is it that Senators—honora- 
ble men—men who ought to scorn to do 8 mean 
thing—also press it? Why is it that this is 
pressed, to be hurried through, and this act 
consummated, when we know that, on the 4th 
of January, twelve thousand men of that Ter- 
ritory voted against this Constitution, and that 
there were only six thousand votes cast for it 
on the 2\ist of December, of which three or 
four thousand were unquestionably fraudulent ? 

There is only one power on this continent 
which could thus control, direct, and guide men, 
and that is that gigantic slave power which 
holds this Administration in the hollow of its 
hand, which guides and directs the Democratic 
party, and which has only to stamp its foot, 
and the men who wield the Government of this 
country tremble, submit, and bow to its will. 
Senators talk about the dangers of the coun- 
try. Great God! What are our dangers? 
The danger is, that there is such a power, a 
local, sectional power, that can control this 
Government, can ride over justice, ride over a 
wronged people, consummate glaring and out- 
rageous frauds, and override and trample down 
the will of a brave and free people. That is 
the danger. The time has come when the 
freemen of this country, looking to liberty, to 
populer rights, to justice to all sections of the 
country, ehould overthrow this power, and 
trample it under their feet forever. The time 
has come when the people shou!d rise in the 
majesty of conscious power, and hurl from 
office, and from places of influence, the men 
who thus bow to this tyranny. 


Senatcrs are anxious about the Union. The 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] to day 
thought it was in peril. Well, sir, I am not 
alarmed about it. Iam in the Union; my State 
is in the Union; we intend to stay in it. If 
anybody wants to go out, Mexico and Central 
America, and the valley of the Amazon, are all 
open to emigration; let them start. I shall do 
nothing to keep them in the Union. I shall 
not hold them back, or mourn over their de- 
parture. But all this continent now in the 
Union is American soil, and a part of my coun. 
try; and my vote and my influence, now and 
hereafter, will be given to keep it a part of my 
country. 

Mr. GREEN spoke warmly in reply to Mr. 
WILson. 


Mr. WILSON. A very few words, Mr. Preai- 
dent, in response to the Senator from Missouri. 
I say in advance, that threats, by word, tone, 
gesture, or manner, from that Senator, have no 
terrors for me. Let him understand this once 
for all. He talks about charges made against 
some of the people of his State, and he says 
that when charges are made, unless they are 
supported by authority, they are slanders. 1 
agree with the Senator. For myself, I have 
said nothing in regard to his State that is not 
on the records of this Government, where it will 
live forever—evidence taken under the solem- 
nity of oaths, by a committee of the House of 
Representatives, 

When, in January, 1856, knowing, as I did, 
many of the facts in regard to the election of 
the 30th of March, 1855, I brought them before 
the Senate,a Senator from Missouri | Mr. Geyer] 
assumed to question or deny them. I proved 
them upon him then on this floor, and there iz 
not a man here who has attempted to disprove 
them from that time to this, When the propo- 
sition to raise the House committee was made, 
it was resisted. The committee raised, in spite 
of this resistance, reported, after months of 
careful investigation, a large volume of rec- 
ords, proving that four thousand nine hundred 
men from Missouri went into the Territory 
and voted on that day. It isas clearly demon- 
strated as is any mathematical problem in Eu- 
clid; and it requires a degree of assurance in 
apy man to deny it, here or elsewhere. 

Bold, vehement, and reckless denials, will 
not avail the Senator from Missouri. There 


The Senator talks about our saying here that 
the people of Kansas do not want to come into 
the Union. We have not said so. I believe 
the people of Kansas, of all partica, desire to 
come into this Union. It is not a question of 
coming into the Union, but it is a question of 
how they shall come in. 

Tte Senator talks about the legal people, ard 
he indulges in legal technicalities. I admit he 
has the color of law on his side. His Missouri 
men went over there and elected a Legislature; 
they took possession of the Government; they 
made the laws; their friends have administered 
them from that time to this; the Pierce and 
Buchanan Administrations have upheld them; 
and all the wrongs of Kansas have been per- 
petrated under them. Because they have the 
color of law on their side, it does not follow that 
it is right or just, or that we should be governed 
by forms and technicalities in considering the 
application for admission. What Kansas wants, 
what the country wants, what we demand here, 
is substantial justice. We do not wich to lose 
the substance by a too rigid adherence to mere 
forms and legal quibbles. 

The Senator indignantly denounces what he 
is pleased to call imputations on his constitu- 
ents. Imputations have not been made by me. 
I make the positive and direct charge that 
Missourians have repeatedly fraudulently voted 
in Kansas, ana am prepared at all times to 
prove that charge by testimony beyond denial. 
I want a fair and distinct understanding with 
him. If I misstate in any respect a matter of 
fact in regard to Kansas, and he will show it 
to be so, I will most gladly correct it. 

Mr. GREEN. It would be a little more sp: 
propriate, and a little more in conformity with 
the ordinary rules of right, for a man who 
makes a charge to sustain it, and not require 
his opponent to prove a negative. 

Mr. WILSON. I agree to that, and I agree 
to the Senator’s general declaration that a maz 
who makes a charge without proof is a slan- 
derer. I accept that declaration with all its 
consequences. What I have stated here to day 
as matters of fact, I have the evidence to sub- 
stantiate; and I tell him his general denials 
will not do. But, sir, I will detain the Senate 
no longer. 
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PINKERTON ACADEMY, 
Derry, New Hampshire. ° 
An English and Classical School for both sexes, piety 
antin location, and convenient of aceess. Pupit no 
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Tuition for the school year of 42 weeks, from 
$120. For further information, address ipal 
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Hon. Joel Parker, LL.D., Royal Professor. 
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Hon. Emory Washburn, LL.D., University. eecbranel 

NHE course of instruction embraces the various ality 
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students, and an opinion delivered by the ie rovided 
structur. Rooms ahd other facilities are ®@ ro eekly for 
for the Club Courts; and an Assembly is —_ of Parlise 
prac‘ice in debate, and acquiring @ knowledge 
mentary law and proceedings. 
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professional studies or mercantile pursalte, ie or other 
commencement of either term, er in the m ’ 
art of a term. + will put 
‘ They are at liberty to elect what studies they aed al? 
sue, according to their view of their own 


sts. day, 
“The Academical year, which commences = Thewwided 
six weeks after the third Wednesday in 2Uy) 7 on of 


ali 
into two terms, of twenty weeks cach, with avac 

six weeks atthe end of each term. ini 
Daring the Winter vacation, the Library 
warmed and lighted, for the use of the mem 
hool. + a any 
oeRepdeations for admission, or for Cataloguc®; eroiel® 
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